SPECIAL CHRISTMAS NUMBER 



Ha* Ch il.be: i's Keivspupef, Weehi EnJing Dcceinbci 1950 


Threepence Weekly 


FOUNDED BY ARTHUR MEE 


No 1656/1657, December 16/23, 1950 


Mtsbing HU (SHtr IReabers a IDapp^ Christmas 


Jannum’s Jinks 

A N Indian elephant named 
Jamuna has been getting 
quite kittenish at the Auckland 
Zoo, New Zealand. She ought 
to know better, jor she has been 
there for 25 years; but alas! she 
still likes getting up to mischief. 

Builders found this out when 
they started to put a new floor 
in her house—a strong floor able 
to bear many tons of elephant. 

Jamuna soon found that a 
strong trunk is just the thing for 
moving loose planks. She also 
found out how to unscrew bolts, 
and to siick out pitch from be¬ 
tween the boards. 

And so, until the builders have 
finished their work. Jamuna 
has been shifted to a home next 
door. 


CHIMNEY PIECE 

Birmingham couple woke up 
to hear noises in their bed¬ 
room chimney one night not long 
ago. Several years earlier they 
might, have, thought it was Santa 
Claus rehearsing, but as it was 
they concluded that it was merely 
soot falling, and tried to sleep. 

But as the noises continued 
one of them turned on the light, 
and there, perched on the dress¬ 
ing-table, was—an owl! ^ 

Now, sleeping with -an owl in 
the room is unthinkable, so a 
policeman was called, and he 
managed to capture the visitor 
and released it in the garden. 

But, of course, the policeman 
had to make a report on. the in¬ 
cident, and asked the resident 
his name. It was Mr Bird! 


Flat Week 

Note from a C N reader 

A SCHOOL friend of mine goes 
■'* to school daily by car. On 
Monday last everything went all 
right; but on Tuesday about half¬ 
way to school they had a punc¬ 
ture and were given a lift by a 
friend. On Wednesday the same 
thing happened exactly. On 
Thursday a tyre was flat before 
the car left the garage and a 
taxi was ordered. On Friday 
everything ivas all right again! 


Rent in Pocket 

J^ent collectors at Shardlow, 
Derbyshire, finding money 
makes so many, holes in their 
pockets, have applied for an 
allowance for exceptional wear 
and teai - . 


JT came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old. 

From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold : 

" Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
From heaven’s all-gracious King! ” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 

(E. H. Sears). 


A Great Occasion 
Down Under 

- CANTERBURY PILGRIMS WHO 
FOUNDED CHRISTCHURCH 

jQECEMBER 16 was the 100th birthday of Christchurch, New 
Zealand, known as the most English town outside England. 
It was on December 16, 1850, a New Zealand summer’s day, that 
four small ships dropped anchor in Lyttelton Harbour, which is 
about six miles from the centre of Christchurch, and in those ships 
were the 600 settlers who founded the city. 


Those 600 settlers are often 
called the “Canterbury Pilgrims,” 
because they had been organised' 
and sent o’ut by the Canterbury 
Association, a group of Bishops 
and prominent Churchmen in¬ 
terested in the colonisation of 
New Zealand by the right kind of 
settler’ 

With what feelings of wonder, 
hope—and anxiety—must the 600 
English adventurers have looked 
over the rails at the coast of this 
strange new wild land they had 
sailed half across the world to 
find, and 
where they 
were to start 
life afresh. It 
was s o hi e 
three - and - a 
half months 
since that 
autumn day 
i n London 
when they 
had attended 
a farewell 
service in St 
Paul’s Cathe¬ 
dral and the _ 

Archbishop Of founde°of Canterbury 
Cantor- 

bury had asked God’s blessing 
on their venture. 

Their leader was John Robert 
Godley, a far-seeing man who 
had devoted his life to promoting 
schemes of colonisation. 

The gallant ’and enterprising 
600 went ashore and climbed the 
steep hills that surround Lyttel¬ 
ton Harbour. At the-top they 
caught their breath. They were 
looking across a wide, rich plain, 
streaked here and there with life- 
giving rivers. On the horizon 
were snow-clad peaks. They saw 
they had not been deceived; this 
was indeed a Land of Promise! 

Then they walked to the site 
of Christchurch, where another 
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pleasant little surprise awaited 
them; their new town had been 
surveyed already, and little huts 
were ready for them to shelter 
in for the time being. 

The colonists were sterling 
folk—they had been carefully 
chosen, and among them were 
blacksmiths, lawyers, doctors, 
farmers, carpenters, people from 
all walks of life—and all were 
fired with the resolve to build a 
new England in this island 
12,000 miles from the Old 
Country. 

Birds From England 

They set to work at once. They 
unloaded from the ships the 
many things they had brought, 
including boxes of seeds, of 
English trees and plants, and 
even wild birds from the English 
woods and hedgerows. 

Land was sold to all who 
wished to start farming, and the 
money so raised was used to pay 
the passages of more settlers from 
England. These first citizens of 
Christchurch were deeply re¬ 
ligious people, and they found 
time to lay the foundations of a 
cathedral. 

Their city > grew up on the 
banks of a small river they called 
the Avon, and it became like a 
pleasant English country town. 
'They planted willows beside the 
Avon, laid out parks and avenues 
and delightful private gardens, 
and gave their streets the names 
of English towns and villages. 
Their first railway, to the port of 
Lyttelton, was begun in 1863. 

Golden Harvest 

The settlement of Canterbury 
prospered. Hundreds of acres of 
golden wheat waved over the 
plains at harvest time, huge 
flocks of sheep wandered in the 
foothills of the mountains. 

Six hundred people founded 
Christchurch and the province of 
Canterbury; today Canterbury 
has a > population of 265,000 
people and Christchurch 150,000. 
Children in Christchurch go to 
schools just like ours, learn 
British history as well as that of 
New Zealand. At home they hear 
the chimes of Big Ben, and look 
at pictures of the other Island 
whence their ancestors came. 
Above all, they cherish the 
British ideals of freedom,, fair 
play, and love of home and 
garden. Canterbury has indeed 
proved to be a Land of Hope 
and Glory. . 
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One of the most popular 
" stars ” of radio is Archie 
Andrews, the irrepressible doll 
of ventriloquist Peter Brough. 
In the top picture we see them 
with young Julie Andrews, who 
also appears in their programme. 

Left: Although she is only 
twelve, Elizabeth Cruft is already 
an authority on dogs. Every 
fortnight on the television she 
will give a talk, called Your Puppy, 
on the care of dogs, each pro¬ 
gramme dealing with a different 
dog. Elizabeth is the great- 
granddaughter of Charles Cruft, 
founder of the famous dog show. 

Below : Louisa M. Alcott’s 
beloved novel, Little Women, is 
being televised as a serial in the 
Children’s Hour. Here we see 
one of the cameramen talking to 
the “ Little Women ”—Amy 
(Susan Stephen), Beth (Nora 
Gaussen), Meg (Sheila Shand 
Gibbs), and Jo (Jane Hardie). 
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News From 


Everywhere 

For Princess Anne 


THE KING’S BROADCAST 

The King will broadcast from 
Sandringham at three o’clock on 
Christmas Day at the end of an 
Empire-wide radio link-up. 

The Minister of Education has 
appealed for more students to. 
take up the three-year course at 
the N at io rial College of 
Horology, started three years 
ago to help the British watch 
and clock industry. 

A Fathers’ Union, believed to 
be the first of its kind in Britain, 
will be formed on New Year’s Eve 
following a special service in St' 
Mark’s; Peterborough, conducted 
by the Bishop of Peterborough. 

A plaque designed by Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott subscribed for by 
men who served in Burma under 
Major-General Orde Wingate is 
to hang in the chapel at 
Charterhouse, - Wingate’s old. 
school. It will be unveiled on 
March II next by Lord Mount- 
batten. 

To mark its 21st anniversary, 
Lord Kemsley has given a trophy 
to the British Gliding Associa¬ 
tion. 

Posted Too Late 

After seeing the film Hamlet, a 
French schoolboy wrote to 
“Writer Shakespeare, Stratford- 
on-Avon, Please compose more 
masterpieces like this for the 
good of the world.” The letter 
was delivered to Mr S. H. Shakes¬ 
peare, of Stratford-on-Avon, who 
replied that his namesake died in 
1616. 

A photographic exhibition of 
the rebuilt House of Commons 
has been arranged by the 
British Council for display in 26 
countries of the Empire. 

An international conference of 
traffic experts at Geneva came to 
the conclusion that most road 
accidents result from lack of con¬ 
sideration, and from careless¬ 
ness and ignorance on the part 
of motorists. cyclists, and 
pedestrians. __ 

The C N Jackson Cup for the 
best performance of the year 
by a British-born athlete has 
been awarded by the A A A to 
43-year-old J. T. Holden, of Tip- 
ton Harriers, Empire and Euro¬ 
pean Marathon champion. 

Princess Margaret, Sea Hanger 
Commodore of the Girl Guides 
Association, attended a perform¬ 
ance of The Gang Show at the 
King’s Theatre, Hammersmith. 

CHRISTMAS BIRD 

An all-white sparrow has been 
found in Holland. 

A theatre commemorating 
George Bernard Shaio is to be 
built in Welicyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire. 

London Transport have an¬ 
nounced that porters on the 
Underground are to be known'as 
“stationmen ” • and “station- 
women.” 

For risking his life in experi¬ 
ments to help submarine escapes 
and test the effect of under-sea 
explosions. Dr Horace Cameron 
Wright, principal scientific officer- 
at the Royal Naval Physiological 
Laboratory at Alverstoke, Hants, 
has been awarded the O B E. 

Twenty-five boys and . girls 
from .Enfield Road School, 
Hackney, are to sing in the 
chorus of Tchaikovsky’s opera 
Queen of Spades at Covent 
Garden this, moo-h. 


Five nine-inch dolls represent¬ 
ing Princess Elizabeth, the Duke 
of Edinburgh, Princess Margaret, 
and the Royal Wedding pages 
have been sent .to Princess .Anne 
by Mrs Nina Webb, of Brantfield, 
Ontario. 

A 2000-acre cotton research 
station is being established at a 
cost of £200,000 in Uganda, big¬ 
gest cotton producer in the 
colonies. It will hav3 labora¬ 
tories, workshops, and one of the 
best libraries in the world. 

Southgate (Middlesex) Coun- 
■ eil are allowing “ quiet ” games 
in' their parks on Sundays as an 
experiment. 

It is estimated that many tons 
of timber will be saved by the 
decision of a well-known British 
firm of match makers to shorten 
match stalks by four milli¬ 
metres (about one-sixth of an 
inch), but to do so means exten¬ 
sive changes in machinery. 

PRIZES FOR HANDWRITING 

The annual handwriting com- I 
petition for prizes offered by 
Lord Cholmondeley, hitherto 
confined to Eton and Harrow, 
will next year be open to all 
Public Schools. (The CN will 
shortly announce one for all 
schools). 

Work has begun on the pro¬ 
duction of the first British Rail- 
ivays standard carriages, of 
which it is intended to build 
1189 duritig 1951. A number of 
these coaches will be used in 
Festival of Britain trains. 

The modernisation of many of 
the school houses at Eton is 
planned, and an appeal to Old 
Etonians for approximately 
£1.000,000 is being made. The 
restoration of the 15th-century 
chapel and other ancient build¬ 
ings is also to be undertaken. 

In, Out — In, Out! • 

Christmas pudding made at 
Devonport weighed 3 cwt, and 
oars’ were used to stir it. 

The British Thomson-Houston 
Company have provided Rughy 
College of Technology and Arts- 
with all the electrical machinery 
it requires—worth many thous¬ 
ands of pounds. 

When Scarborough’s new life¬ 
boat is christened on January 6 
it will be the second performance 
of the ceremony. The boat has 
already figured in a mock 
launching ceremony for a 
RNLI film. 

From south-west Scotland it is 
reported that the slowin'g-down 
of milking machines through 
electricity cuts makes the cows 
discontented. Milk yields are 
suffering. 

The Secretary for Fijian 
Affairs has presented a whale’s 
tooth to the King’s Royal Rifle 
Corps at Winchester as a mark 
of good .will between K R Rs and 
the Fiji Infantry Regiment. The 
two units, although 12,000 miles 
apart, are now affiliated. 

CHRISTMAS TREES 

More than 50,000 Christmas 
trees have been cut in the Forest 
of Dean. Gloucestershire, for the 
big industrial centres of the Mid¬ 
lands and North of England. 

During their recent visit to 
Greece as guests of the King and . 
Queen of the Hellenes, Princess 
Elizabeth and the. Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh were presented by the Lord 
Mayor of Athens with a 17th- 
century Cretan ikon of St Philip. 


Safer Crossings 
on the Roads 

regulations for pedestrian ' 
crossings have been, pro¬ 
posed by the Ministry of Trans¬ 
port. Under these regulations: ; 

At crossings where there are 
lights or a policeman in control, 
pedestrians will no longer have 
precedence over drivers. Safety- 
first behaviour at such controlled 
crossings will, be dealt with in a 
revised Highway Code. 

At uncontrolled crossings, 
pedestrians will continue to have 
precedence. 

Black and white stripes will be 
marked on all uncontrolled 
crossings, as these have a good 
effect on drivers’ behaviour -and 
encourage pedestrians to use 
the crossings. 

There will be fewer pedestrian 
crossings because the Committee 
on Road Safety consider there . 
are too many, and that they are 
often badly placed. 


IS THIS A NEW 
ICE AGE 

A ie Ministry and Ministry oi 
Civil Aviation officials are 
together trying to discover 
whence come the ice blocks which 
have fallen from the skies re¬ 
cently. A block a foot long and 
four inches thick landed un¬ 
broken on the grass verge at 
Braughing, Hertfordshire, on 
November 27. 

A few days previously, a block 
of ice fell through the roof of 
a garage at Wandsworth, London, 
and earlier in the month a sheep 
was killed on Exmoor when 
struck by a lump of ice which 
had fallen from the skies. 

It was at first thought that 
these ice formations had fallen 
from passing aircraft, but both 
Ministries are now sceptical. It 
is pointed out that civil air liners 
are all fitted with de-icing devices 
in one form or another, and that 
the jettisoning of fluid when in 
flight is prohibited. 


The Oldtime 
Sausage-Maker 

A 130-year-old sausage machine 
stood humbly in the com¬ 
pany of £250,000 worth of gleam¬ 
ing modern .machinery at . the 
Smithfield Show ' recently held 
at Earl’s Court, London. The 
machine came, from America, 
but it is of solid English oak 
and is still capable of making 
sausages. .. 


| PRESENT FOR g 
| THE FUTURE g 

« AN ideal Christmas present 
S' —one that lasts for a | 
® whole year—can be had for (6 
® 17s 4d. For 'this sum Chil- $• 
» dren’s Newspaper tvill be sent JS' 
w every week for a year to any jg r 


address in the world. 


ft- 


** OLEASE send your re- ^ 
H mittance, together with » 
the full name and address of || 
the friend to whom the.C N is 
M to be sent, to Subscription 
M Department, Children's News- qj 
h paper, The Fleet my House, & 
■vj Farringdon , Street, London, re 
E C 4, and we will do the rest. 

|l TF desired, a special greetings }$ 
$ card bearing your own p 
|> name and address will be sent re 
with the first copy, 











The Children's Newspaper,^December f6'23, 1950 

C N Picture-News Map 


The clocks on this map show time all over the world. Sunlight travels westward round the Earth. At noon in Greenwich 
for every IS degrees east the day is one hour older, and for every IS degrees west the day is one hour younger. 



SUBMERGED MOUN¬ 
TAIN RANGE 1000 
miles long and 100 miles 
wide, with peaks 14,000 
feet high, has been found 
under the Pacific by an 
American expedition. 


ILD PIGS descended 
from those released two 
centuries ago by Captain 
Cook are damaging New 
Zealand forests and pas¬ 
tures. See neu/s columns 


CHRISTMAS ON THE MAP 


j^£any little corners of the world 
bear the name of Christmas, 
reflecting the fact that they were 
discovered by explorers of old on 
the very day of Christianity’s 
chief festival. 

Explorers toiling through 
British Guiana, for example, 
dated their finding of the Christ¬ 
mas Cataracts on the river Berbice 
by linking them with the name 
of Christmas. A harbour, too, in 
Kerguelen Island in the Indian 
Ocean, declares by its description 
that British sailors discovered it 
on Christmas Day. 

Among the. islands known by 
the name of Christmas is a 
dependency of the Straits Settle¬ 
ments in the Indian Ocean, and 
another (discovered by Captain 
Cook in 1724) is in the Pacific 
Ocean. South America has a 
Christmas Sound, 120 miles 
nprtli-west of Cape Korn, while 
Australia has an inland Christ¬ 
mas Hill, a Christmas Creek, and 
a township named Xmas. There 
are, of course, other places season¬ 
ably named—Santa Claus, Noel, 
and the like. 

South Africa has a province 
with a name not so readily 
associated by us with Christmas— 
the province of Natal. It was in 
1497 that the immortal Vasco da 
Gama, with his four tiny ships, 
rounded the foot of the con¬ 
tinent during terrific storms. As 
they slowly made their way up 
the African east coast they were 
rewarded by the sight of a fair 


and verdant land, and, dating 
their great ^ discovery, piously 
named it Natal, which in Portu¬ 
guese means Christmas. 

Brazil also has a Natal, a 
port around which fierce fighting 
raged during the early days of 
the Spanish conquerors. The 
town was known then as Cidade 
dos Reis. To re-christen it Natal 
was a later inspiration, in the 
days of peace. The name Natal, 
too, appears on our maps in 
British Columbia, Queensland, 
and Sumatra, 


NEW MOUTH FOR 
A RIVER 

rjhiE Hwai River in China is to 
be redesigned to avert flood¬ 
ing, which in past years has 
been the cause of millions of 
deaths. 

The scheme, will include an 
entirely n'ew outlet to the Yellow 
Sea in Kiangsu Province, north 
of Shanghai. Lakes now exist¬ 
ing in the middle reaches will be 
deepened and new ones provided 
while in the upper reaches in 
Honan Province large reservoirs 
will be built to absorb the excess 
supply of water. 

These various catchment pro¬ 
jects will eventually be capable 
of holding 7000 million cubic 
metres of -water, - and it is ex¬ 
pected that sufficient work will 
have been done by 1952 to pre¬ 
vent extensive flooding 


ARCTIC .RADAR 

j^orway has installed a radar 
station at Ice Fjord in Sval¬ 
bard (Spitzbergen) 700 miles from 
the North Pole. 

A 27-year-old Scotsman, Mr D. 
McCauslin, supervised . its erec¬ 
tion. The situation will be a 
boon to the Norwegian and 
Russian ships which brave fog, 
pack ice, and concealed reefs on 
the shipping lane. 

The ships are coal carriers 
which take their cargoes from 
the world’s most northerly mines. 


Far From Home 



The unfamiliar and summery back¬ 
ground of this Peter Pan statue is 
due to the fact that it stands in 
Perth, Western Australia. It is a 
replica of the original in Kensing¬ 
ton Gardens. 


WELFARE IN T 

excellent improvement in 
the health of Eskimo 
children was observed by the 
men of the Arctic Patrol vessel 
C. D. Home, which has completed 
a voyage of 10,000 miles in the 
seas north of Canada.' 

It is thought that these Arctic 
kiddies are in better health be¬ 
cause of the payment of family 
allowances in nutritious foods. 

Next year the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police undertake the big 


Flying Forest 

Scandinavian Airlines have 
flown 280,000 young fir trees 
from Norway to Iceland. 

Once Iceland was covered by 
forests, but climatic changes 
caused the trees to die off. It 
has been discovered that a new 
and hardier sort of conifer can 
withstand the climate, and these 
have been flown over to try to 
re-establish some of the former 
forests. 


TROOPS FIGHT 
WOLVES 

JJuncer so maddened packs of 
wolves and hyenas in North- 
West India that troops armed 
with rifles and hand grenades 
were posted at the northern 
approaches of Lucknow to keep 
the ravenous animals out of the 
town. 


IE FAR NORTH 

task of making a census of the 
Arctic dwellers. They will have 
to count about 8000 wandering 
Eskimos. 

The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, too, is busy among the 
Eskimos. Three thousand copies 
of the Book of Proverbs, printed 
in their dialect', are to be dis¬ 
tributed among the Eskimos of 
Baffin Island as a memorial to 
Canon J. H. Turner, who was 
their, missionary for 18 years. 


UNWANTED 
SETTLERS IN N Z 

gcvERAL kinds of animals, intro¬ 
duced and released in New 
Zealand in the past, have be¬ 
come a serious pest. They have 
multiplied by thousands, un¬ 
checked by natural enemies, and 
are despoiling the vegetation of 
mountains and plains. 

They are deer from America 
and Europe, chamois from the 
Tyrol, wild pigs descended from 
those released by Captain Cook, 
rabbits from England, and 
wallabies and opossums from 
Australia—this opossum is a 
marsupial about the size of a 
large cat, not to be confused with 
the American animal. 

The Wild Life Branch of the 
Department of Internal Affair; 
employs more than a hundred 
men constantly keeping the 
animals’ numbers down. 
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Voyage of Delight 

The Children’s Ship, edited by 
Lady Cynthia Asquith (James 
Barrie, 12s 6d). 

JJere are riches! This children’s 
ship is an argosy cruising 
amid realms of rare delight; and 
all who are fortunate enough to 
go aboard will find themselves in 
sparkling company—with Walter 
de la Mare and Enid Blyton, 
Nancy Price and Monica Dickens, 
Uncle Mac, and many another 
enchanter of the young. A match¬ 
less crew is here assembled— 
under a matchless skipper! 


One of the 
drawings from 
The Sketch 
Book of Mar¬ 
garet . Baker: 
Aged 13 (Bri¬ 
tan n i c u s 
Liber, 8s 6d), 
a collection of 
the drawings 
of 5. young 
London artist 
with a re- 
markable’ 
talent • for 
lively impres¬ 
sions of dogs, 
horses, and 
ballet. ' 


Thriller For Seniors 

The Greenland Adventure, by 
G. L. Proctor (Harrap, 7s 6d). 

tough yarn this, about four 
British undergraduates who 
intended to explore Greenland, 
but found a group of ruthless 
Nazi leaders w r ho had been hiding 
there since the war. A book for 
boys of 16 to 80. 

Flight of Fancy 

The Sky Haiders, by Donald 
Suddaby (Oxford Univ Press, 7s 6d). 
JTor those who find the. Earth 
too much with them, here is 
a trip into outer space. The 
three men who find themselves 
on the planet Venus have adven¬ 
tures almost unbelievable, but 
fortunately they get back safely 
to glorious Devon to tell the tale. 





The ■Chronicles of Robins Hood, 
by Rosemary' ' Sutcliff (Oxford 
University Press, 8s 6d), is richly 
illustrated in line and colour by 
C. Walter Hodges. 

Scottish Adventure 

Intruders on the Moor, by K, F. 
Brodrick (Alvin Redman, 6s). 

Qn holiday at their aunt’s place 
in Inverness-shire, Penny, 
aged 13, and brother Tim, aged 
eleven, come across a deserted 
cottage in the moors and And 
there a letter postmarked 15 
years earlier. The cottage, their 
aunt tells them, has a story, and 
when they visit it again they are 
surprised by an intruder whose 
arrival is the beginning of thrill¬ 
ing adventures for them. The 
book is illustrated by Gertrude 
Halsey.- 


The Open Road 

The Story of the Highway, by 
Agnes Allen (Faber, 9s 6d). 

Jn the-fifth of "this “Story” 
series John and Margaret 
travel back into ’ the past along 
the highways of England. Roman 
chariot, mail coach, post-chaise, 
omnibus,:, steam carriage, motor¬ 
car—nothing has been omitted. 
The illustrations are excellent. ' 



A sketch by Several from The 
Monster Horse, by Ian Serraillier 
(Oxford University Press, 6s). 

Enchanted World 

The Mountain of Magic, by 
Beverley Nichols (Cape, 9s). 

M* Nichols was a' delightful 
companion Down the Garden 
Path, and he is no less delightful 
when taking his readers on a trip 
in a land of dreams. All too soon 
do we have to say farewell to the 
creatures who have come to the 
aid of Jack and Jill in their 
struggle with the villainous red- 
bearded Sam and the witch. 


Bumble, by 
Magdalen Eldon 
(Collins, 6s), 
lias coloured 
drawings on 
every page, of 
which this re¬ 
production is 
an example. 


One of the jolly. sketches by 
Franciszka Themerson in Mr Rouse 
Builds His House, by Stefan 
Themerson and Barbara Wright 
(Gabgrbocchus Press, 4s 9d). 

Joint Enterprise 

Hoggie and Bear, by Julian 
Watson (Hollis & Carter, 9s 6d), 
rjpHE elf who was condemned to 
become a little pig because of 
his greedy habits is still, alas, an 
unconverted gourmand. In this 
book he meets a bear who has 
escaped from a circus. The bear is 
hungry, and Hoggie, who is 
seldom not, realises what they 
can achieve together, combining 
his knowledge of the district 
with Bear’s longer reach. 

A book to delight juniors, 
amusingly illustrated by Joan- 
Kiddell-Monroe. 

Schools Exchanged 

No Robbery, by Gunby Hadatli 
(Lutterworth Press, 6s). 

Y very original school story ; 

this, about a French boy at. 
an English public school, and an 
English boy at the other’s lycee 
in France. Michel Maudamez is 
a sporting type, but he finds life 
at the English school very 
strange, while for Jimmy Carn- 
forth, breakfasting on nothing 
but coffee and rolls is trying 
indeed. 









The crew of the -famous raft 
Kon-Tiki is shown in this amusing 
sketch by the navigator himself 
(third from the right), who wrote 
and illustrated Kon-Tiki and 1, by 
Erik Hesselberg (Allen & Unwin, 
9s 6d). 

Kidnapped Scientist 

Under the Frozen Falls, by J. H. 
Martin Cross (Pitman, 6s). 

^he Children’s Entertainment 
Film of this title was a great 
success, and the book is an 
adaptation of the story. In it a 
party of boys who collect lead 
from a disused mine for model¬ 
making get mixed up with - the 
kidnappers of a distinguished 
scientist. The book is illustrated 
by stills from the film. 

Way of a Dog 

Greatheart, by Joseph E. Chip¬ 
per field (Hutchinson, 8s 6d). 
r J^Hrs handsomely-produced bio¬ 
graphy of an Alsatian should 
appeal to a host of dog-lovers— 
and many more who enjoy a 
stirring story. From Greatheart’s 
puppyhood on Exmoor we follow 
his adventures to the exciting 
climax as an Army dog. The book 
is beautifully illustrated by 
C. Gifford Ambler. 




One of Sir John Tenniel’s 
original drawings from a new 
edition of Alice Through the Look¬ 
ing Glass, by Lewis Carroll (Max 
Parrish, 9s 6d). 

Recommended Books 

ATaoriland Fairy Tales, by Edith 
* 1 Howes (Ward Lock, 5s). 

Nobody Loves Me, by Racey Helps 
(Collins, 3S 6d). 

Poppinghole Farm, by Kathleen 
Thomas (James Barrie, 7s 6d). 

Round the Camp Fire, by E. E. 
Reynolds (Oxford Univ Press, 6sj. 

I Rode With the Covenanters,,by 
Kathleen Fidler (Lutterworth Press, 
7s 6d). , - 

Princesses, and Trolls,, by Amabel 
Williams-Ellis' (James Barrie, 6s). 

Hans Andersen's Snow Queen, 
and Grimm’s Snow-White, retold 
and illustrated by Froukje van der 
Meer (Oxford Univ Press, 4s each). 
. I Wrote a,Pony Book, by Joanna 
'Cannon (Collins, 7s 6d). 

The Adventures of Baron Mun¬ 
chausen .(Max Parrish, 8s 6d). 

.What Shall I Do? (Tricks, Games, 
and Puzzles), by G. Warren Schloat 
Junior (John Murray, 7s 6d). 
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COMPANIONS OF THE 

COUNTRYSIDE THE HUT MAN 


W hen we read books about 
animals and birds We often 
find ourselves longing to 
share the exciting experiences 
about which the authors have 
written. Why .is it, we wonder, 
that we never enjoy such fascina¬ 
ting moments during our own 
walks in' the countryside? Is there 
something lacking in our fields 
and woods, or something the 
matter with us . or can the 
authors have invented the ex¬ 
citing moments just to interest 
us? ' 

. None of these reasons is likely 
to be the true one.- All of us 
may have exciting experiences— 
watching a stoat stalking a 
rabbit, a sparrowhawk chasing 
a blackbird,' or a field-mouse 
swaying from a rose-hip spray 
during a seed hunt—but not 
during every walk. - Such 
glimpses are the red-letter days 
of the nature-lover, the happen¬ 
ings which come along every 
now and then to reward w’eeks 
and weeks of patient watching 
and waiting. The people who 
have seen such things, and 
written about them, have put 
into one book the results of per¬ 
haps a whole lifetime of 
careful watching; the book just- 
does not contain accounts of the 
days and ’ days during which 
nothing spectacular was seen. 

jpjuT then, .what do we mean by 
spectacular? The wasp, 
chasing the hapless fly can be 
just as spectacular as the swift 
pursuit by : the sparrow-hawk; 
the Tittle leaf-cutter bee . prepar¬ 
ing her nurseries'.,- in the old 
gatepost, as .. exciting as the 
eagle building its aerie on the 
mountainside. * 

So if we would enjoy the 
countryside to the full let-us pay 
attention to the little things that 
are to be found everywhere, at 
every hour, and during every 
season. Let us find a sheltered 
corner and sit down comfortably, 
and make it our task to discover 
the. interest ‘ that is immediately 
in front-of our eyes. 

It may be a blade of grass, or 
a fern frond, or a frosted twig; 
right then! ... Do we know all 
about it? . Its : shape and method; 
of growth and purpose?' Let us 
-examine it, and think about it,■ 
and see'what we can discover; 
and while we'are doing-this an 
insect may alight just alongside. 
Here’s another interest! Why 
did it alight there? Is it just 
resting, or is it going to feed, 
or lay its eggs, and, if so, how 
will it set about the task? ' 

In such simple ways every 
outing becomes a whole series 
of' adventures; ' and then, at 
moments'when' we least expect 
them, along come the spectacles 
of ' our book’s pages ... the 



Field-mouse swaying on a rose spray 


glimpses of bird and animal 
life which constitute the red- 
letter days. : ' 

- _A_ll these discoveries, big ones 
and little ones, go down in 
our notebooks. The pages ■ be¬ 
come a record of happy country 
days, and,, gradually, strange 
birds and insects and plants be¬ 
come well-known companions 
and we no longer feel like aim¬ 
less wanderers in a foreign land. 


Sometimes, too, we may dis¬ 
cover something never known 



Eagle building its aerie 


before, and that will be the 
brightest red-letter day of all! 
The writer once received an in¬ 
sect specimen with a letter 
from a boy who asked, “What 
kind of fly is this?” It proved 
no fly at all bur a lovely little 
Ruby Wasp of an uncommon 
variety. It is now in the 'en¬ 
tomological department of . the 
the Natural History Museum in 
London, and it bears a card with 
the name of the finder. 

N° matter where we go in the 
country,' then, we can be 
confident that all round about 
us are thousands upon thousands 
of interesting things awaiting 
our inspection. Indeed, one of 
our' main difficulties will, be 
knowing what to select for imme¬ 
diate study jtnd what to leave 
for another day. If we doubt 
this we have only to-stand in a 
country lane and count the 
things about which we could ask 
Why? or How? or When? or 

S hat? : . If we don’t know all 
ere is to know then we can: set 
to and find out. 

A very delightful way of set¬ 
ting out on our explorations by 
wayside and woodland is first of 
all to read a good, book which 
tells .us. some fact, about a 
special flower or bird or insect 
or fern; then, armed with this 
information, we set out to prove 
it for ourselves, to see with our 
. own eyes what we have read 
about. 

While , we are seeking . eoh- 
firmatidn of that fact we. shall 
find ourselves making one new 
discovery after another, for 
searching .carefully for one 
object is an ideal method/'of 
finding entirely different. ...but 
equally fascinating objects. 
Quite unconsciously, too, we arc 
learning how - to seek, by no 
means a simple task where 
country things are concerned. 

'J'his is the last of our. series 
of talks on getting to 
know the countryside,. and it :is 
the writer’s sincere hope that 
. they have helped all-U N readers 
to achieve'this happy state; If 
our desire to- know the- com¬ 
panionship of the countryside is 
sufficiently earnest,’ Nature will 
never fail to grant it. 


(sizuu/ look ana Learn Magazine ltq / www.iooKanaiearn.com. aii rignts reservea. 
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' OTHER PEOPLE’S JOBS —Alan Ivimey goes into the 
West Country to meet a man who is very busy just now . .. 


THE COUNTRY PARSON 


M ost of us expect a holiday 
at Christmas, but there 
are all sorts of jobs 
which require that those who do 
them be on duty just as much at 
this time as any other. 

Of all such jobs we might think 
of. the country parson's is one 
v/3 specially associate with 
Christmas and, as our Christmas 
cards show, our minds seem to 
turn instinctively to village and 
rural scenes at this season. 

It was in the little Somerset 
village of Baltonsborough, at the 
narrow, inland end of the great 
moor or marsh which spreads by 
way of Glastonbury to the Bristol 
Channel, that I found my country 
parson, the Revd Noel' Mel- 
lish, V C, M C. He was born on 
Christmas Eve, just 70 years ago. 

His parish covers an area of 
about four miles long by five wide, ■ 
sloping up the side of low hills 
above the River Brue. There are 
only 180 houses or so with about 
500 people, mostly land-workers. 

From ihe . village crossroads, 
where a little stone war-memorial 
looks across at a modest stone 
inn with the. date T700 cut above 
the door, I walked a few yards 
to a short lane with the church¬ 


yard gate at the end of it, the 
grey stone vicarage on one side 
facing the verger’s grey stone 
cottage on the other. ' 

Looking down on it all from 
the church tower was a mag¬ 
nificent weather-cock, a mar¬ 
vellous bird with beak, comb, 
feathers, and a splendid tail all 
complete and made of beaten 
copper. When it was taken down 
recently for re-gilding, the bullet- 
marks of irreverent marksmen of 
bygone years were found all over 
it. 

,r J^HE vicar was hard at work 
with a small hand-printing 
press when I arrived. He sets up 
and prints ail the parish notices, 
and was busy at the moment on 
some cards announcing a sale of 
work in aid of a Christmas 
Bazaar - . 

Tl.rough the window I could 
see a well-kept garden, bordered, 
as the churchyard is, by a mill- 
stream led off from the main 
river, so tradition says, by 
St Dunstan, to whom the church 
is dedicated. The sturdy Saxon 
saint. Archbishop • of Canter¬ 
bury and councillor of kings, 
was abbot of nearby Glaston¬ 
bury just about 1000 years ago. 



A meeting with Mr Fred Adams, the miller, and Mr Joe Farrant, 
owner of the mill 



The vicar looking after his nine 
hives of bees 


Watching the repairers at work 
on the organ 


Examining ancient records from 
the muniment chest 


A hand-press helps the vicar with 
parish printing 



The vicar of Baltonsborough, the Revd Noel Mellish, V C, MC, at the gate of his church 


Beyond the garden I could see 
the village school, and the vicar- 
explained that he is chairman 
of the school managers, presides 
at their meetings, and deals with 
their correspondence. 

As an ex-Serviceman the vicar 
is also a member of the local 
branch of the British Legion 
which, he told me, has built 
itself a good headquarters by its 
own labour. Mr Mellish, by the 
way, is also Honorary Chaplain 
to his old regiment. The Royal 
Fusiliers, with which he gained 
his decorations for gallantry in 
the First World War. 

r JhiEN we set off on a short 
visit to the chairman of the 
Parish Council, Mr Joe Farrant, 
who owns the mill. It is the 
third mill known to have stood 
here beside the willow-fringed 
-stream since Domesday Book. 


Fred Adams, the miller, set the 
big water-wheel turning which 
can still grind four tons of barley 
or oats a day for cattle food. But 
usually the w - ork is done by 
electric power four times as fast. 

Next we. went back to the 
churchyard to see Bill Rawles. 
the verger, who has been working 
for this church since he was a 
choirboy, 60 years ago—as his 
father did before him. He and 
the vicar keep the churchyard 
beside the millstream trim and 
tidy, and there were roses in 
bloom all along the stone path. 

Then we went into the church 
and had a word with two crafts¬ 
men who were repairing the 
organ so that it might be in full 
voice for Christmas. 

the west end, under the 
Saxon tower, I was shown a 
big chest where Mr Mellish has 


found churchwardens’ accounts 
going back to the time of Henry, 
the Eighth. He showed me the 
name of William Rawies against 
an entry of the 17th century. 

Then the present-day Bill 
Rawles got out the set of hand¬ 
bells with which he and the other 
bell-ringers go from house to 
house at Christmas, playing 
carols and collecting for the 
St Dunstan’s funds for helping 
blinded ex-Servieemen. 

Resides the services of the 
Church, the christenings, 
weddings, and burials of Baltons¬ 
borough, Mr Mellish also looks 
after the fabric of his church. 
He is an expert worker in wood, 
and some of the church wood¬ 
work is four centuries old and 
needs repair. So our next visit 
was to his workshop. Here a bee¬ 
hive was under repair, lor the 
vicar keeps nine hives. In a 
good year, he' can get about 600 
pounds of honey. 

And then it was time to set 
off to one of the outlying farms 
of the parish, on a hillside; a 
long, stone farm' with a great 
stone fireplace. Here, among 
other activities, they make ten 
tons of cheese a year (112 gallons 
of milk make one hundredweight 
of cheese, so you can work out 
the . total for yourself). Fred 
Acreman, the cheesemaker. 
picked lip 75-pound cheeses as if 
they weighed no more than a 
cat, and explained how the work 
was done. 

Qn Christmas Morning the bell¬ 
ringers will come together 
from all over the parish and send 
out the message of the centuries 
from the square grey tower, to 
farm and stone cottage and 
modern council house. And so 
it will be all over England. 

When you come to think of it, 
could there be a better job than 
the country parson’s, on Christ¬ 
mas Day? 



The vicar calls on Mr Fred Acreman, who makes cheese at a 
Baltonsborough farm 





















Steps to Sporting Fame 


wmrz 





The Children's Newspaper, December 16,23, IvSO 

Youth at the 


South Bank, on the 
River Tees, has 
provided Middles¬ 
brough FC with 
many.fine footballers, 
but probably the best 
of all is golden¬ 
haired Wilf Mannion. 


Mannion’s bail control and 
body swerve were perfected 
by dribbling in and out of a 
row of sticks. He joined 
Middlesbrough when he was 
17, and played his first 
match in the League team in 
January 1938. 


Mannion is a marksman as 
well as a craftsman. Com¬ 
paratively small, his shooting 
power is extraordinary. 
During the war he served 
with the Green Howards, 
then returned to his old 
club with no loss of form. 


He was one of . the stars of 
the Great Britain Xi which 
defeated the Rest of Europe 
6-1 in 1947, and, this year, 
of England’s World Cup 
team. Two of the cleverest 
feet in football are encased 
comfortably, in boots size 4-j. 


Santa Claus Has an Office in Copenhagen 


6 

Speeding Up 
in 1850 

hundred years. ago the top- 
hatted and ' bonneted heads 
of our ancestorswere reeling at 
the increasing “speed ” of travel. 

“By the aid of. steam,’.’ ■ wrote 
The Times in 1850, “ we have 
intelligence within two months 
of every conceivable part of the 
world excepting only our own 
Australian colonies. In the 
third week of October we had 
Californian newspapers of Sep¬ 
tember I.” .. . • . 

The writer eagerly looked for¬ 
ward to that break-nsck speed 
which was the theme- of Jules 
Verne's Bound the World in 80 
Days. “ The completion of the 
Continental railroads,” . The 
Times wrote,'“will soon shorten 
the journey between London and 
Alexandria; . and there is at 
length some hope that the 
journey between Bombay and 
the two other Presidencies 
(Bengal and Madras) will be 
measured by hours.” 

It seems the writer was look¬ 
ing rather far ahead, for, accord¬ 
ing to Jules Verne, it was 22 
years later when Phileas Fogg 
found the trans-Indian railway 
uncompleted and had to proceed 
by elephant. 

The Times of 1850 was con¬ 
cerned about the United States 
building swifter steamships, and 
continued : “Just at this moment, 
when Atlantic steamers multi¬ 
plying every year, railroads in¬ 
creasing by a thousand miles per 
annum in the New and the Old 
World, and the electric tele¬ 
graph, seem to quicken the pace 
and the pulse of the world, the 
discovery of California drives the 
competition up to fever heat, 
and for a time threatens to put 
the United States at the head 
of competition . . . We must run 
a race with our gigantic and 
unshackled rival.” 


Early Bird 

r piiRUSHES rarely nest earlier 
than February, but two 
missel thrushes began nesting in 
an elm tree early this month in 
the grounds of Admiralty House, 
Chatham. 

The nest contains four eggs, 
and the male bird regularly 
takes food to his mate protect¬ 
ing her eggs from frost and fog. 


People who pretend they no 
longer believe in Father 
Christmas may get a rude shock 
when they hear that in one 
country at any rate he has his 
own post office, and that it has 
even been working overtime deal¬ 
ing with letters from children in 
many parts of the world. 

The Santa Claus GPO Is 
situated in the Greenland Office 
in Copenhagen. More and more 
letters have, been addressed to 
him there as the' idea has spread 
among children in the English- 
speaking world that Father 
Christmas lives in Greenland, 
and that there he has a fabulous 
toy-factory from which he sets 
out every Christmas Eve to visit 
chimneys all over the world. 

Greenland is a Danish colony, 
so postal authorities directed the 
letters to the Greenland Office 
in Copenhagen, which has charge 
of Greenland’s administrative 
affairs. 

Civil servants in this office 
solemnly chewed their pens as 
they wondered which was the 
correct department for these 
letters. Then an imaginative 
girl secretary. Miss Gerda Staun- 
ing, startled her colleagues by 
informing them that she was 
Santa Claus’s personal secretary. 


and while they searched then- 
files for an official of that name, 
she bagged all the letters and 
wrote answers to them from 
“Your old friend, Santa Claus.” 

A British journalist heard 
about this and mentioned in his 
paper .that Father Christmas 
had now got a secretary, in 
Copenhagen, with the result that 
last year 7000 letters poured in. 
mostly fyom Scotland and Ire¬ 
land, but also from England, the 
U S, and Canada. 

Signed, Santa Claus 

So warm-hearted Miss Staun- 
ing took on five other willing 
women to help her, and they all 
sent back kind letters from Santa 
Claus himself—each one with 
his own genuine signature to¬ 
gether with a copy of: a Hans 
Andersen Christmas fairy tale, 
The Little Match-girl, and a 
picture of scenery in Greenland, 
This year the gift story may be 
another of Hans Andersen’s 
stories. 

Santa Claus’s secretaries enjoy 
their work for his young corre¬ 
spondents write him delightful 
letters. “The chimney is very 
dirty,” wrote Margot and Alex 
from Auchterarder in Scotland, 


“but if it does not get cleaned 
before Christmas we will leave 
the door open for you and put 
the tea on the table.” ' 

Lillian, aged six, wrote: “. . . 
last year you sent Daddy hair- 
curlers hut it was no use because 
he has no hair!” 

Little John from Sheffield said 
he would like to see Father 
Christmas . . but I go early 
to bed, So please don’t be too 
late.” 

Young Edward of Ballinrobe in 
Ireland wrote: “I know you 
have a long way to come, and 
it is very cold, but I will have, a 
good five for you when you 
arrive.” 

The addresses on the letters 
vary. Some are to Father 
Christmas, Reindeer Road, North 
Pole; others to Toyland, Lapland, 
Fairyland, Iceland, Norway, and 
Switzerland. - But the postal 
authorities make it their business 
to see that they all reach the 
right address. 

C N readers will send the com¬ 
pliments of. the season to Miss 
Stauning and her assistants, but, 
knowing that Father Christmas 
is not likely to forget’ them, will 
most certainly not add to their 
burden of correspondence this 
year. 


Wheel 

CjiNCE the end- of the war one 
* of the most encouraging- 
aspects of British: motor racing 
lias been the progress-of the 500 
c c car, or, to the uninitiated, the 
“midget.” During last summer 
this wonderful little car went 
from strength to strength, giving 
new hope to those who are 
anxious to see Britain challenge 
the long supremacy of Con¬ 
tinental cars, and drivers. 

One of the young men in the 
forefront of this effort is Stirling 
Moss. At the age of 21, this son 
oi a Hertfordshire dental sur¬ 
geon and former race driver, has 
proved that he has all the 
qualities to make a specd-ace. 

After winning a. whole string 
of successes at the wheel of 
Britain’s “ midgets ” during the 
summer, he was a member of the 
team that recently set up seven 
new world records for 500 c c 
cars at Montlhery, near Paris. 
His co-drivers were Ken Gregory 
and John Neill. 

Stirling Moss has been driving 
racing cars since he left Hailey- 
bury, and he was driving round 
the family estate at the wheel 
of- a tiny 7 h p car when he was 
only 11. Now his greatest ambi¬ 
tion is to take the wheel of the 
B R M, the car that may yet 
regain Britain’s prestige on the 
world’s road and race tracks. 

More Light on 
Exam Papers 

J)uring the progress of a recent 
School Certificate Examina¬ 
tion at Kingston High School, 
Hull, a late afternoon electric 
power cut plunged the exam 
room—the upstairs library—into 
darkness. ■ 

After an interval, and with 
apparently little prospect of light 
being restored, the headmaster, 
showing great resource, had the 
students moved into a classroom 
on the ground floor. 

He then drove his car. to a 
point outside the classroom and 
focussed the headlights through 
the windows onto the ceiling. 
The reflected light was sufficient 
to enable the tests to be com¬ 
pleted. 


KIDNAPPED —R. L. Stevenson’s Great Romance of Jacobite Scotland (5) 



Alan and David cook turns to keep watch during That evening the wind blew hard and Hoseason Alan said there was a break in the rocks some- He was carried ashore onto a sandy beach, 
the night, but Captain Hoseason had only six came to ask if Alan could help pilot the brig, where nearer the Island of Mull. By moonlight He was too cold to sit down and walked 
men left able to work, and they were in no mood as he knew that part of the coast. “ Is this one they found the gap and got through, then the wearily up and down the beach until dawn, 
for more fighting. Next morning he came to of your tricks ?” asked Alan. “ Do I look like tide_at the south-west end of Mull caught the Then he climbed a little hill but could see no 
make peace. He said he had not enough men tricks ?” cried the Captain. “ My brig’s in brig and she crashed onto submerged rocks, sign of other survivors or of the brig. Theship 

to work the ship and must go to Glasgow for danger.” Alan and David went on deck. They They started to launch the small boat, but a which was to take him to be sold as a slave 

more. He agreed that first' he would put were off the coast of Mull, and close to the brig huge sea tilted the brig on to her beam, and in Carolina had been lifted off the reef and 

Alan, the hunted Jacobite, ashore On a r part of;, spray was rising from the treacherous Torra David slid and fell overboard. When he came had sunk. But he was alone on an uninhabited 

the coast whehe-he could escape his enemies. rocks which stretched for ten miles. tothe surface he grasped a floating spar. islet, Earraid, just off the Ross of Mull.. 

Wet, tired, and hungry, can David escape from this desolate rock? See next week’s instalment 
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What girl could resist one of these dons? 
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Packing toy soldiers in a London factory 
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A chat with Father Christmas 


A shipload of British toys has been donated to the American 
Police Athletic League for distribution to children at Christmas 
parties. Here we see some of the children who received toys at 
a party given by British toy manufacturers on board the ship 
in New York harbour. 
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^ new kind of playroom pro¬ 
viding maximum play space 
and storage for all kinds of toys 
: lias been opened at the American 
Toy : Institute in . New . York. 

: One of its novel features is a 
new kind of fold-away table for 
electric trains, backed by special 
shelves to store the rolling stock. 
It is seen in the picture above. 

The playroom was designed by 
Joseph Aronson, a well-known de¬ 
signer of furniture and author 
of books on the subject. 

“This playroom was' designed 
-to overcome the most common 
faults.of traditional playrooms,” 
said Mr 1 Aronson, who began his • 
experiments to meet the needs 
of his own son, now 10. “It is 
the ‘Child’s, private niche, a back¬ 
ground 'which gives his toys 
maximum play value in small 
space. 

“Usually children’s indoor play 
space is limited to a small table 
or a draughty, dirty floor. This 
new playroom provides a large 


raised space for play which 
children can reach easily. 

“Lack of storage space. is 
another common handicap,” con¬ 
tinued Mr Aronson. “This pro¬ 
blem has been solved by "design¬ 
ing different sizes and shapes of 
storage space to fit different kinds 
of toys. • 

“Children enjoy bright colours 
rather than the pastel shades 
grown-ups frequently, choose for 
them. To meet this, freckled red 
linoleum has'been used: for the 
floor, butter yellow for the lower 
walls, sky blue for the upper 
walls and ceiling. ’ Shelves are 
painted'in red and yellow. 

“The variation of space is an. 
important factor,” the designer 
concluded. “It is better for a 
child to be able to spread the 
toys that interest him on shelves 
than to pack them away or keep 
them in a clutter. If toys are 
out in the open they are more , 
alive and lend themselves to more, 
varied use.” 
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Toy cars get a final coat of paint 
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Every boy loves a model train ! 
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Bush Christmas 

It is midsummer in Australia, so Christmas dinner can be enjoyed 
as a picnic in the open air. 


Those Posters That Shine by Day 


jyjucH interest has been aroused 
by the new posters which 
are now such a feature of our 
city streets. The lettering on 
them is so brilliant that they 
seem to glow like an illuminated 
sign even in full daylight. 

What produces this uncanny 
effect? Is it the clever use of 
contrasting tints, to make one 
show up against the'other, or is 
it some quality in the colours 
themselves? 

To find the answer we must go 
to a factory in East London 
which produces printing ink. 
There we should learn that the 
secret of these posters lies in a 
special ink. 

It contains a substance which 
is sensitive to ult-ra-violet light. 


The result is that the colour 
appears to be one-and-a-half 
times as bright as a normal tint. 
The use of a black or dark back¬ 
ground naturally shows up the 
colours, but it is not essential. 

The invention is an example 
of one of the few good things 
which have come out of war. 
The idea was originally developed 
in America. Targets and identi¬ 
fication signs needed specially 
bright colours, and these bril¬ 
liant, shining tints were the 
result of the scientists’ work. 
Now, in peacetime, they find 
their use in advertising. 

A printing process known as 
the “silk screen ” method is em¬ 
ployed in printing the shining 
posters. 


Bright Timothy Bright 


>Jffiis year is the 4O0th anni¬ 
versary of the birth of the 
inventor of shorthand. His name 
was Timothy Bright, and he 
matriculated at Cambridge when 
he was eleven, in 1561. 

He began life as a doctor, then 
became a clergyman, and when 
he was 38 he dedicated to Queen 
Elizabeth his >' famous book on 
shorthand, Characterie. An Arte 
of shorte, swifte, and secrete 
writing' by character. 

In the dedication of his book 
he described how with this novel 
kind of writing, “a swifte hand 
may therewith write orations, or 
publike actions of speech.” 

The Queen was very pleased 
with his invention, although it 
involved learning 537 signs by 


All Friends at 
This Party 

\ Christmas party for children 
of many different races is to 
be held by the East and West 
Friendship Council at their new 
offices at 101 Gower Street, 
London. English children will 
meet those of Oversea students. 

The council exists to give our 
student visitors from India, 
Pakistan, Africa, the West Indies, 
and Far East some insight into 
the. home life of. Britain. It, 
relies mainly on the voluntary 
service of its local secretaries, 
and on its network of hosts and 
other friends. 


heart; and she made him Rector 
of two places in Yorkshire, and 
gave him the right to print books 
about his Characterie for 15 
years. 

The only known copy of the 
book is in the Bodleian Library 
at Oxford. Timothy Bright wrote 
a number of books on medical 
subjects. 


1066 and All 


This as Well 

UlUc vh JixOut 


remarkable exhibition, de¬ 
signed to give a picture of 
everyday life in London from 
the Norman Conquest to the 
beginning of the Tudor period, is 
now on view at Guildhall Museum 
and will remain open until March. 

Most of the exhibits have been 
found during excavations in the 
City of London within the last 
100 years. A collection of pilgrim 
signs and badges, considered by 
experts to be one of the two 
finest in existence, includes 
Canterbury, bells and a tiny 
ampulla of holy water from 
Canterbury. . 


Dick Whittington’s Seal 


A pair of medieval skates, 
roughly fashioned from long, 
polished animal bones, is in a 
section devoted to games and 
toys, and among historic seals 
and dies is one belonging to Dick 
Whittington. 

Roman glass and medieval 
pottery, some of it found in 
Waibrook this year, is on view, 
and among rare documents from 
Guildhall Library is an illumi¬ 
nated medieval Mass book and a 
13th-century Bible. 

Here-we can give only a hint 
of the treasures on view at the 
Guildhall; the whole exhibition is 
of absorbing interest. 


Worthwhile Gift to 
a Young Cousin 


A question that bothers most 
of us at this season is what 


kind of gift to send those jolly 
cousins of ours—something they 
are certain to appreciate. 

One answer is a Christmas 
Greetings card with spaces for 
affixing National Savings Stamps. 
These cards can be obtained free 
from any Post Office or National 
Savings Selling Centre, and each 
card has 20 spaces for Savings 
Stamps. 

The cards are in six different 
attractive designs, giving a choice 
for all ages. Among the artists 
who have designed the cards 
are Vernon Ward, who studies 
bird life, and L. A Wilcox, an 
authority on ships. 

These pretty Savings cards— 
with a few stamps attached—will 
come in extremely useful for last- 
minute gifts. 


New Planes For the World’s Airways 


4 , The Ambassador 

A ircraft designers hold 
- V ■ . ! ■ ^ __ 


the 


belief that if an aeroplane 
looks good, it generally is good. 
The elegant Airspeed Ambassador 
is certainly no exception, for it 
ranks as one of the most efficient 
piston-engined airliners in the 
world, and is the largest to be 
powered by two engines. 

Twenty Ambassadors, known to 
British European Airways as the 
Elizabeth class, will start operat¬ 
ing' oh busy routes to the 
Continent next year.' One of 
these will be the London-Paris 
service. 


Each aircraft seats up to 49 
passengers, and wall cruise at 
more than 250 m p h at 20,000 
feet. Passengers will be served 
with hot meals during their 
journey, and will find that the 
high-wing arrangement gives 
them an.excellent view. 

The Ambassador’s two Cen- 
taurus engines each develop 2600 
hp and drive four-bladed air¬ 
screws. Pilots can reverse the 
pitch of the airscrews to provide 
a braking effect and decrease 
the landing run. 

Span of the Ambassador is 115 
feet. 



STAR of BETHLEHEM 


Oigh over Judea’s ancient hills, 
Majestical its glow. 

There shone the Star of Bethle¬ 
hem 

The love of God to show. 



Madonna and Child, by Raphael 


THINGS SAID 


I AM always soberly optimist: 
about everything. 

The Prime Minister 


And lowly shepherds heard the 
song 

An angel host did sing 
Of peace on earth, good will to 
men, 

A birth song for The King. 


|t is not enough simply f 
avoid war. Peace must 1 
patiently constructed, like son 
tall building, from practic: 
solutions, acceptable td all re; 
sonable people. 

French Foreign Minister 


And wise men came from lands 
afar, 

That they themselves might see 

God’s promise to mankind ful¬ 
filled— 

Incarnate Mystery \ 

For in that Babe in swaddling 
clothes 

Dwelt God and Man—made one. 

God stooped to make mankind 
divine 

Through His almighty Son. 

T. B. Gleave 


Jn our country people as awho! 

are muchi more kindly an 
gentle and better-mannered tha 
they used to be. 

Herbert Morrison, M P 


Cosier Life on the 
Ocean Wave 


Qomfortable accommodatio 
for seamen is to be enforce 


SHEPHERDS’ HYMN 

Gloomy night embraced the 
place 

Where the noble Infant lay ; 

The Babe looked up and showed 
His face— 

In spite of darkness it was day ; 
It was Thy day, Sweet, and did 
rise, 

Not from the East, but from 
Thine eyes. 


We saiv Thee in Thy balmy nest. 

Young dawn of our eternal day ! 

We saw Thine eyes break from 
their East, 

And chase the trembling shades 
away : 

We saw Thee, and we blessed 
the sight. 

We saw Thee by Thine own sw 7 eet 
light. _ . 

Richard Crashaw 


TIS HE IS BORN 

^HY does the chilling winter’s 


-on British ships under the Me: 
chant Shipping Act of 194! 
and representatives of ownei 
and seamen have been discussin 
the matter with the Ministry ( 
Transport. 

Under the proposed regul; 
tions a seaman is to have a cu] 
board with drawers, a place 1 
hang clothes, a table, comfor 
able seat, mirror, book-rack, 
mat beside his bed and a 
electric reading lamp at its hea< 
curtains at the portholes, an 
curtains round his bed if 1 
shares a room. 


To be sure, if an old salt fro: 
the fo’c’sle of a wooden shi 
could see these furnishings 1 
would be staggered, but tl 
modern seaman is the better f< 
them. It is not necessary to Ha 
in discomfort to be tough an 
efficient. 


LETTING OFF STEAM 

YY7e are told that it is natur 
for the very young to 1 
noisy and that it is unkind • 
suppress them. 

I do not think any of us w 7 an 
to put a ban upon the fullest u 
of the lungs, or upon the loude 
and shrillest toys that hum; 
ingenuity can invent—in tl 
nursery or in the playing field 
It is pleasant not only to pk 
the fool, but also to make 1 
unholy din—in the proper plac 
Lord Horder 


Under the 


morn 

Smile like a field beset with 
corn ? 

Or smell like to a mead new 
shorn 

Thus, on the sudden ? 

Come and see 

The cause why things thus 
fragrant be; 

Tis He is bom, whose quickening 
birth 

Gives life and lustre, public 
mirth. 

To heaven and the under-earth. 

Robert Herrick 



PETER PUC 
WANTS TC 
KNOW 


If carol-singc 
firid that evei 
thing comes 
those who,v/; 


__ 


\ LITTLE boy says his stocki 
is not large enough to ha 
up on Christmas Eve. He mig 
borro-w the garden hose. 

E ■- 

§ONG-WRITERS cannot get 
look-in in this country. A 
theirs is a poor look-out. 


n's Newspaper 


Decemtcr lt/23. IPSO 
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TOO MUCH MONEY 

Jt is strange to hear of a nation 
“ wrestling with the prob¬ 
lems of super-prosperity,” but 
that is what New Zealand is 
doing, according to its Prime 
Minister, Mr. Holland. 

Our kinsmen’s good fortune is 
due to the phenomenal increase 
.in the price of wool, which 
is likely to bring ^150,000,000 
to New Zealand this season— 
£ qo ,000,000 more than last 
season. 

Such huge sums of money 
suddenly coming into a country 
can create serious problems. 
Prices of goods in the shops go 
up, inflation occurs. If this 
situation were mishandled, says 
Mr Holland, the result might 
be “ disastrous to all.” 


So one-third-of all cheques for 
wool sent to its producers are 
to be “frozen” in their bank 
accounts for a year. This means 
a farmer may not spend that 
third of his money for a year. 

There can be too much of a 
good thing. 




JUST AN IDEA 


TVTANY Merrie Christmases, 
Many Happy New Years. 
Unbroken friendships, great 
accumulations of cheerful 
recollections and affections 
in Earth and Heaven for us 

a ^‘ Charles Dickens 

Silent Brook 


& 


Tn the second reading of the 
Bill to prevent river pollu¬ 
tion—mentioned in a recent 
C N—Mr Rodgers, M P, quoted 
the verse: 


I do npt chatter any more, 

How could my waters chatter ? 
Crawling along twixt shore and 
shore. 

Chock full of morbid matter ? 
The food the fish are wont to eat 
Has now a thorough coating 
Of China clay and sugar beet, 
With surface creosoting. 

Several M Ps spoke in favour 
of the Bill. Mr Colegate said 
that nothing lived in the River 
Dove, after it was joined by 
the Churnet, because the tribu¬ 
tary contained a weak solution 
of copper sulphate, destroying 
all animal and vegetable life. 


ditor’s Table 

QOME women can work wonders 

w 

with a needle. Others would 
rather work a sewing machine. 

0 . 

yj MAN has been a ticket collector 
for 25 years. Must have a 
good collection by now. 

0 

A T a bazaar a lady played the part 
of Santa Claus because she had 
a deep voice. A low trick. 

3 

JJRIT AIN exported £50,000 worth 
of pins last month. Pin money. 
0 

fy LITTLE girl has had the same 
> Christmas tree three years 
running. Hangs on to it. 

■ B 

yj WELL-KNOWN chain firm has 
a special Christmas tree display 
in one of its. shops. Has gathered 
together all its branches ? - 


LET US BE MERRY 

" It is a poor heart that never 
rejoices,"saidMr Pecksniff, 
and it is worth while remember¬ 
ing in these gloomy, wintry days 
that a good laugh is worth a 
mint of money. 

A friendly word, a cheery 
smile, and a happy knack of 
doing a kindness, all help to 
make the world a merrier—and 
a better—place. 

—*-f—• 

Test Match in 
Melbourne 

TTie second Test Match, which 
begins on December 22 and 
will be resumed on Boxing Day, 
is to be played at Melbourne—on 
the famous ground which was 
the scene, in 1877, of the very 
first Test Match’ between Eng¬ 
land and Australia. 

We are reminded of this by a 
delightful little book that has 
just been published— The First 
Test Match, by Stanley Brogden 
and John Arlott (Phoenix House, 
4s 6d). a 

Fascinating it is to read a ball- 
by-ball account of this historic 
match, which the first combined 
Australian team won by 45 runs, 
and even more fascinating to 
read of the men who played, and 
of the conditions at that time. 
But perhaps a few quotations 
will best convey the flavour of 
the book. 


JJDCAL conditions varied in 
many, ways. A t one match i n 
New Zealand, on the 1876-7, tour, 
the gate had been sold to a local 
publican for £90. So determined 
was he to get his money's worth 
that he even charged the players, 
umpires, and Press full price to 
enter the ground. 

(George) Ulyett’s mighty hitting 
and terrific fast bowling made him 
the greatest idol in the Yorkshire 
cricket, of his period . . . and, 
with his characteristic humour, 
he claimed he was picked for 
“ good behaviour and whistling — 
although I sometimes made some 
runs and took some wickets.” 

(Alfred) Shaw is credited, with 
being the first to suggest that the 
creases should be painted in with 
whitewash instead of being cut out 
of the turf—as had happened until 
about 1865. 

The Lawn was occupied by a 
numerous company of the youth 
and beauty of Melbourne, many 
of whom seemed to take more 
than a passing interest in the 
game. 

As Bannerman, took a single 
from Shaw’s second ball there 
were few in the crowd or on the 
field who realised that this match 
was to become the most historic 
sporting event ever known. 

But, enough ! This is surely a 
book to buy for Father ; it can 
always be borrowed while he is 
absorbed in your own Christmas 
gifts. 


Christians, Awake! 

Phristians , awake, salute the 
'“'happy morn, 

, Whereon the Saviour of the 
World was born ; 

Rise to adore the mystery of love. 
Which hosts of angels chanted 
from above. 

First sung on Christmas Eve, 1750 



Babe-in-Arms 

Four-year-old Jill Perrett, of Bridge 
Farm, Williton, holds one of the 
new-born lambs, Jonah. . 


Norwich Cathedral’s 
First Appeal 

When the Pilgrim Trust made 
a gift of £1000 last year for 
repairs to Norwich Cathedral 
spire, it was thought that this 
would be sufficient to cover the 
cost. More work, however, has 
been found necessary and the 
outlay is likely to amount to 
£2000. The Trust, with character¬ 
istic generosity, has voted another 
£1000 to complete, the work. 

There has been a gratifying 
response to the county appeal 
made in Norfolk a few weeks ago 
to raise at least £20,000 to main¬ 
tain the fabric of the cathedral 
and. to keep the building in a good, 
condition for the next fifteen 
years. 

It is interesting to note that 
this appeal is the first call to be 
made to the public since work 
on this lovely and priceless herit¬ 
age was started more than eight 
centuries ago. 


MAPS FOR THE 
OLD SCHOOL 

Y EARS -of unremitting toil has* 
gone into the painting of 14 
beautifully illustrated coloured 
maps which have recently been 
presented by Mr Ernest Clegg, 
of Beckenham, Kent, to King 
Edward Grammar School, Birm¬ 
ingham. A pupil at the school 
in the early ’eighties, Mr Clegg 
continued his studies at the 
Birmingham School of Art before 
going to South Africa, where he 
lived for a time. 

The maps, fine examples of the 
illuminator's art, are illustrated 
by scenes from their respective 
countries, and have been mounted 
and framed by Mr A. Savage, 
another old boy. 

Each map bears the autograph 
of a distinguished personage as 
well as a quotation from one of 
Mr Churchill’s immortal wartime 
speeches. 


From Our Marines 
To U S Marines 

Tp HE famous Canton Bell which 
has been in the Royal 
Marines Barracks at Chatham 
for nearly a hundred years has 
been, presented; to the US 
Marine. Corps on the. closing 
down of the Chatham Barracks! 

The bell was-taken by the 1st -. 
Battalion Royal Marines after 
the capture of Canton in 1C57. , 


King Who Defied 
the Popes 

'THE rise and fall of the Roman empires—the empire of the 
Fredericks of the 12th and 13th centuries equally with the 
empire of the Caesars—has ever been a fascinating study. 
Great names stand out like jewels in a crown, and none more 
than Frederick II, who died in December just 700 years ago. 


Known to his own and later 
generations as the “Wonder of 
the World, ” Frederick II, King 
of Sicily and Jerusalem, later 
King of Germany,' and Emperor 
of the Holy Roman Empire, was 
rightly acknowledged . as the 
dominating force of his time. 

Born in 1194 of mixed German 
and Italian parentage, Frederick 
was left an orphan at the age 
of four and was brought up in 
Sicily, with Pope Innocent III as 
regent and guardian. The young 
king passed his early years amid 
the terrible anarchy in his island 
kingdom, which Innocent was 
powerless to check. 

Nevertheless, his education was 
far from neglected, and with 
great force of character and 
splendid natural talents he be¬ 
came the foremost scholar of his 
age. Combining military gifts 
with statesmanship, he was also 
a reformer and lawgiver, the 
master of many languages, and 
an educationist who gave Naples 
its fine university. 

King at Two 

English interest in the young 
king was stimulated when, 
having married as his third wife, 
Isabella, daughter of our King 
John, he became brother-in-law 
of our Henry the Third. 

Pronounced German king as a- 
child- of two, declared of age 
at 14, and married at 15, he was 
only 24 when he attained the 
proud position of Emperor of the 
Holy Roman Empire. It was 
his aim to make that empire an 
exact reproduction of the world¬ 
wide empire of the Caesars, with 
the Pope holding no authority be¬ 
yond the Vatican. 

This was not at all to the liking 
of the popes, of whom he saw 
five. They desired that Frederick 
should rule only through them. 
Thus, throughout his life, the 
conflict between Church and 
State was practically continuous. 

During his youth Frederick 
had vowed he would lead a Sixth 
Crusade to the Holy Land, but, 
busy with the restoration of 
order in Sicily, he delayed for 


12 years the redemption of his 
pledge. He sailed at last in 
September 1227, but, forced by 
a pestilence to return after three 
days, he was ex-communicated 
by the new pope, Gregory IX. 

When, having married as his 
second wife, the heiress of Jeru¬ 
salem, he claimed the throne as 
her husband, no priest dared 
crown him, so he crowned him¬ 
self King of Jerusalem. Frederick 
concluded a ten years’ peace 
treaty with the Sultan of Egypt, 
giving Christians and Moslems 
equal rights of access to the Holy 
City of Jerusalem. 

His return to Europe was fol¬ 
lowed by constant strife with the 
Church and with political and 
military leaders opposed to him. 
Twice his eldest son led armed, 
revolts against him, and towards 
its close Frederick’s life was one 
of poignant sadness. 

It was seriously believed in 
Germany for about a century 
after his death that Frederick 
was still alive, and many im¬ 
posters attempted to imperson¬ 
ate him. A legend, afterwards 
transferred to Frederick Barbar- 
ossa, told how he sat in a 
cavern in the mountains of 
Thuringia before a stone table 
through which his beard had 
grown, waiting for the time for 
him to awake and restore to the 
Empire the golden age of peace. 

MILLER’S RIGHTS 

tollgates remain in Eng¬ 
land today, and only one in 
Suffolk—on a minor road which 
crosses the River Waveney into 
Norfolk. Most of those who go 
this way are parishioners. Their 
right to use the road free of 
charge was a condition made by 
Henry VIII when he granted the 
miller of Syleham authority to 
make a levy. 

It was stated at a meeting of 
the local authority that the cost 
of abolishing the toll would be 
about £3000, and, in view of the 
privilege enjoyed by villagers on 
both sides, such expenditure was 
considered unjustified at present. 



OUR HOMELAND 


A canter in Rotten Row, 
in London’s Hyde Park 



I 

Top of the tree! 

'wk. \ Mm 


ERIC GILLETT ON A GRAND NEW FILM . . 


Wk 


What a grand Christmas present 
a Blackbird makes! Strong and hard- - 
working, with a real 14-ct. gold nib, too. 

A Blackbird is just the job to make handwriting ^ 

smooth and confident. Give Blackbirds this year 
— or drop a hint in the right quarter! Black, green, 
blue or red 14/8 (inc. tax)'—with Azgold caps 3/8 extra. 
Matching pencils 6/9 (inc. tax)—with Azgold caps 3/8 extra. 


the Blackbird PEN 

MADE BY THE SWAN PEN PEOPLE 

MABIE, TODD & CO. LTD., Swan House, Whitby Avenue, 
Park Royal, London, N.W.iO 3 Exchange-Street, Manchester, 2 

THE STARS PLAY 


.'•V/W 

h. 


•fiSB 


°gainst 


You can play with Balyna games in¬ 
doors and have all the fun and interest 
of the actual outdoor games. Balyna 
are games of skill enjoyed by chil- 1 
dren of all ages—up to a hundred ! / 


balyna 


FOOTBALL 

CRICKET 

BASEBALL 

TENNIS 


Popular models.. 

and 

Standard models 



King Solomon’s Mines 

hen I was a boy Rider 1 earlier to look for the treasure 
Haggard's famous African believed to lie in King Solomon's 


Thu Children's Newspaper, December It/23, 1950 

CHOCOLATE*.CHOCOLATE. 

g OL^p y -- 


adventure story. King Solomon's 
Mines, was one of my favourite 


Mines. 

It is a perilous journey, and 


books. Now Metro-Goldwyn- the screen depicts it magnifi- 
Mayer have made a Technicolor C ently. Jungles, swamps, deserts, 
film, “based on the novel,” with and mountains lie on the route, 
a screenplay by Helen Deutsch. and. almost all the great wild 
If you have read the book, put beasts are met with oh the way. 


all idea of it out of your mind 
when you go to see the picture. 
If you do not, you may be 
disappointed. 


There is one tremendous 
sequence which shows the animals 
stampeding from a bush fire. The 
work of the Director of Photo- 


On its merits M-G-M’s King graphv, Robert Surtees, is beyond 
Solomon’s Mines is one of the all praise here. To see a large 
best photographed and most herd of giraffes lolloping along at 
thrilling wild-life films I have full speed is an astonishing 
seen. It is ideal holiday enter- experience. 

tainment, and I The scenes of 

have no doubt tbe tribal life of 

that it will prove mlWi the gianl Watus- 

to be immensely lit fl-f* sis are almost as 

populal- with v|, Wkr 111 remarkable, but 

13 11 ^ 5 ' partie^ : ^ ^ ^ ^ 

cause it* gi v es If jff , *p| hJ r l\ Do not miss 

the able direc- f{ It tIle film - In its 

tors, Compton JtSmk \ 11 way it is almost 

Bennett and .raMPV - ' Wk&IHSlL P ^1^1 completely suc- 

Andrew Marton, . • t \ k Jj J cessful. If you 

very many I I. jTvIllilpf) feel inclined to 

chances for | * | ,'&■ |J||lf! s m 'l e now and 

specta cu- !| ■ |R - TE||||||j again at the 

they take all of > I tion shown b >’ so 

them. On the j m maI t’ anima t ’ & i in 

many acting op- Deborah Kerr and Stewart Granger Deborah Kerr, 

portunities, in a scene from the new film, you will soon 

and Stewart King Solomon’s Mines realise that they 


and Stewart 
Granger as Allen 


realise that they 
onlv do so in 


Quatermain has most of them, order to give Mr Granger- an ex- 
He-gives a performance exactly cuse for rescuing her from them. 


suited to the film’s demands. 

Quatermain is a famous 
hunter. . He is persuaded . to 
accompany John Goode (Richard 
Carlson) and his sister, Elizabeth 


I cannot imagine why the 
directors have not used at least 
a portion of Rider Haggard’s 
terrific climax to his book. Had 
they done so success would be 


Curtis (Deborah Kerr), to an complete. After seeing the film 
unmapped region of Africa in read the last chapters of Rider 
search of Elizabeth’s husband, Haggard’s story and you will, I 
Henry, who had gone a year think, agree. 


Obtainable from all good toy and sports shops 

OUTDOOR GAMES 
PLAYED INDOORS 



FIGURATIVELY 

SPEAKING 

As told in the Children News¬ 
paper of October 7, the 
giant new oil-refining plant at 
Fawley is taking rapid shape, and 
it is now possible to give these 
additional facts. 

The construction will embody 
100,000 tons of steel, 300 miles 
of cast iron, steel, and concrete 
pipes, 200 miles of electrical 
wiring, 100,000 - cubic yards of 
concrete, 125,000 cubic feet of 
hardwood, 500 standards of soft 
wood and 22,000 square feet of 
plywood. 

In addition, there will be some 
12,000 valves and 220 pumps to 
control the flow of oil. And the. 
cost—some £37,500,000. 


29HI A Station’s Status 

iy£n Edward Knapton, who re- 
... - - * cently retired from the post 

42'11 of station-master at Leeds Cen¬ 
tral, won local renown as the 
man who won top-hat status for 
this station. 

When Mr Knapton went there 
in 1937 the station-master was 
entitled to wear only a peak cap, 
though at Leeds City and Brad- 
S ford stations top hats were worn. 

Unofficially, he made Leeds Cen- 
, jpf tral a bowler hat station, and 
VI by continual application for up- 

grading of the station secured for 
J R S it: > in 1945, top-liat status. 
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Poet’s Home 

\ plaque is to be put on the 
house where William Butler 
Yeats was living when he wrote 
The Lake Isle of I mils free. • It 
is No 5 Woburn Walk, in St 
Pancras, and among his visitors 
there were John. Masefield, 
George Moore, Rupert Brooke, 
and Ezra Pound. The Indian 
poet Rabindranath Tagore also 
spent some time there. 


STAMP NEWS 

Japan is to have a set of stamps 
showing national beauty 
spots. 

Jiie 1950 Pro Juventute set for 
Switzerland has been issued. 
One stamp bears a portrait of 
Theaphil Sprecher vori Bernegg, 
former military leader; others 
have attractive pictures of butter¬ 
flies and a bee. 

JTive stamps issued last, month 
marked the twentieth anni¬ 
versary of the coronation of Em¬ 
peror Haile Selassie of Ethiopia. 

Jhe Brazilian city of Juiz de 
Fora, founded one hundred 
years ago, figures on a recent 
issue. 

goME of Spain’s current stamps 
have been overprinted to 
commemorate the visit of 
General Franco to the Canary 
Islands. 


There's a glass-and-a • 
half of full cream milk in 
every half-pound block of 
Cadburys Milk Chocolate 

BUILD AND PRODUCE YOUR OWN 

Model Theatres! 

"““■3 The most fascinating 

DCAl books ever published 

croiDTC —Medallion Puppet 

sumrio Books—give you the 

story, the script and 

MOVING the Model Theatres 

PUPPETS with real working 

lr, "' rrcla puppets to stage your 

own show. All in full 
LYRICS colour. All for 3/-. 

AND Ask to see the full 

m i icir range at your local 

MU all- Bookshop. Write for 

illustrated list. 

Puppet Book No. 3 ALADDIN 

The full pantomime story, the 
script including the ^ 
musical score. Com- 
pletewith model section 
which makes up Model r vy 
Theatre and full cast of ( fTJ- ^ 
working J 

puppets. 

o Vr 1B 


no. 2 ROBINSON CRUSOE 

Specification as above, giving every¬ 
thing you need to put on your own up¬ 
roarious musical pantomime of .this 
popular story. 3/-. 

» & JfDV 

. Puppet Book 

Contains every¬ 
thing you need 
to cut-out and 
makeup a rigid 
theatre 14” high 
and 7 working 
puppets. Also 
the history of 
ranch and 
Judy, complete 
script of the 
play and full 
directions. Full 


3 f From your bookseller, or, if 
' Q in difficulty^ 313 from address 
below. 

MEDALLION PRESS LTD 

(Depf. 84), 5 Dowgafe Hill, London E.C.4 






by GEOFFREY TREASE j 

5. Peril in the j 

Playhouse j 


G et out!” stormed the 
Queen furiously. 

“But, madam-— 

‘‘Get out, fellow! Do you wait 
to be told twice when your Queen 
commands you?” 

Elizabeth stood up very straight, 
her eyes flashing, a sheaf of 
State papers quivering in her 


at Court, hidden enemies close 
to the Queen. Though we have 
tried to keep your journeys 
secret, they must have guessed 
how useful you have been to her. 
You’re a marked. . man. The 
Queen insulted you just now to 
save your life!” 


They fought with practice foils, 
looking like rapiers except for 
the little buttons on their points, 
blunting them. Even so, it was 
important to avoid each other’s 
face. The “death-wound ” was 
usually given by ' thrusting the 
foil under the actor’s arm, on the 
side hidden from most of the 
audience. Then, if he played 
his part by staggering and cry¬ 
ing out, people could imagine him 
pierced to the heart. 

” It was the stage-manager’s job 
to check the foils, but usually 
this was left to John Somers or 
one of the other small-part 
actors. 

It was never satisfactorily 
checked up afterwards, but 
Martin always believed that it 
was John’ Somers, who last 
touched the foils before the 
actors thrust them into their 
belts on the night when Romeo 
and Juliet came so near to 
tragedy in another sense* 


hand. 

Martin faced her, scarlet¬ 
cheeked, blinking as though he 
had been struck. Her sudden 
rage had taken him completely 
by surprise, and for the life of 
him he could not think what he 
had done to cause it. 

She sailed to the door with a 
mighty rustle of skirts. Her shoe 
tapped impatiently on the 
wooden floor. 

“Get back to your play-acting, 
young man,” she said scornfully. 
“Do you fancy—because you once 
pleased me—you w r ere to hang 
about my palace in idleness for 
the rest of your life? Shall I 
call the Captain of the Guard— 
or will you go?” 

So Martin went, . sketching a 
hasty bow which Elizabeth 
ignored, and stumbling hurt and 
puzzled from the presence of the 
Queen he had done his best to 
serve. 

“1\Jartin! ” 

Judith Massingham whis¬ 
pered hoarsely from the shadows 
as he strode through the palace. 

He looked, round, in no mood 
to talk with anyone, least of all 
with one-of Her Majesty’s maids 
of honour. Had it not been 
Judith, who had first taken him 
to the Queen, snatching him out 
of his old life as an actor and 
plunging him into all kinds of 
adventures in her service—which 
were now rewarded like this? 

“Well?” he said sourly. 

She beckoned him into an 
alcove where, behind curtains, 
they: could whisper together un¬ 
observed. 

“You must not think the 
Queen is really ungrateful,” she 
insisted. 

“It is a queer way of showing 
gratitude—to fly up in my face 
like that and turn me out of 
the room, with a dozen smirking 
courtiers to see her make a fool 
of me! I may be a poor man 
a nobody, a' professional actor, 
but I was bred. a gentleman, as 
good as Walter Raleigh and 
plenty of others at the Court. 
She said I hung about the palace 
in'idleness! Idleness!”' Martin 
almost choked with indignation. 
“Was I idle when I went to Ire¬ 
land for. her? When I took the 
Spanish code to Blois? When 
I-” 

"Hush!” Judith laid her small 
hand across his mouth. “Don’t 
you see—it’s because of all those 
things !’■’ 

“I don’t see,”.he mumbled. 

“You know there are traitors 


"I'o save my life?” he echoed 
stupidly. 

Her fair head nodded. “Yes. 
These unknown traitors must 
imagine you have lost favour 
with the Queen. For a time you 
must drop right out of the Court 
—go back to your friends at the 
theatre and earn your living 
there. When the Queen needs 
you again you will be told. 
Meanwhile, behave as if you were 
bitterly disappointed and in¬ 
jured. That should throw your 
enemies off the scent. Can you 
do that—convincingly?" 

He laughed, his good temper 
was restored. “I am an actor,” 
he . reminded her. And then, 
remembering that passionate 
scene with Elizabeth only a few 
minutes before, he grinned and 
added admiringly: “Though 
perhaps not so good an actor 
as Her Majesty!” 

~Y£artin found no difficulty in 
rejoining Burbage’s company 
at the Theatre. • Everyone there 
seemed glad to see him, except 
perhaps the man who had been 
acting in his place, and who now 
had to take smaller parts and 
serve as general odd-job man. 
But no-one felt much sympathy 
with him, for John Somers was 
a born grumbler, and so poor an 
actor that he had never deserved 
. his promotion. 

They, did well that season. 
They had a new play by one of 
the company, Will Shakespeare 
—Romeo and Juliet —and a 
particularly clever boy, Kit Kirk- 
stone, to play the girl’s part. 
There were several exciting 
sword-fights, too, which the crowd 
loved. Every time they did • 
Romeo and Juliet, the round 
theatre was packed, pit and 
galleries alike, and people sat 
at the side of the stage which 
jutted out into the audience. 

Martin had- the part of Tybalt. 
It was not very long, though he 
found it quite enough to learn, 
dropping into the cast at short 
notice, and it was certainly ex¬ 
citing. He had two fights in the 
third act. First he had to kill 
Romeo’s friend Mercutio, and 
then be killed himself by Romeo 
a little later on. 

Jt took some rehearsal, to make 
the duels convincing. They - 
had to be good because the 
audience was full of expert 
fencers, watching every thrust 
and parry with a keen sporting 
interest. If the sham fights 
looked too sham, the spectators 
would hoot'and jeer and throw 
orange-skins or nut-shells. 


^ JTrtin had felt unaccountably 
nervous all day. He was 
tense, like a cat before a thunder¬ 
storm, but he could not think of 
anything which could have up¬ 
set him. 

In the third act—the last in 
which he appeared—he did what 
he had seldom done before- 
dried up—forgot his lines com¬ 
pletely. 

The actor who was playing the 
part of Romeo scowled at him 
furiously and said his own last 
line again: 

“ Therefore farewell: I see 
thou knowest me not.” But 
that did not help. Desperately, 
Martin took a pace or two up¬ 
stage, towards the curtained 
doorway which formed the back¬ 
ground of the scene. This was 
the recognised way of warning 
the prompter that he was in 
need of help. 

To his amazement, it was not 
the usual prompter’s voice which 
whispered from the other side of 
the tapestry—nor were the words 
any that Shakespeare had 
written in the play. 

“Look out, Martin!” came the 
urgent whisper. “ Mercutio’s 
sword’s.been tampered with—he 
doesn't know, but the point is 
sharp—I think it’s poisoned!” 

Jt was the voice of the mysteri¬ 
ous friend who had so often 
helped him in the past—the 
Silver Gentleman. 

For a mere moment it was as 
though Martin were paralysed. 
Then that whisper came again: 
“Act on—but be careful! Boy, 
this shall not excuse the in¬ 
juries -” 

Mechanically, Martin stepped 
back into the world of make- 
believe. • 

Boy, this shall not excuse the 
injuries 

That thou hast done me; there¬ 
fore turn, and draw.'. 

The scene swept on to its 
climax. Romeo turned disdain¬ 
fully away. His friend Mercutio 
took up the argument—one of 
Martin’s best friends in real life, 
who would not willingly have 
given him a pin-prick.- But now 
he squared up to Martin con¬ 
temptuously. 

Tybalt, you rat-catcher, will you 
icalk? 

What wouldst thou have with 
me? replied Tybalt, Then 
Mercutio: . 

Good king of cats, nothing but 
one of your nine lives . . . 

Contimiea on page 12 
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THINGS 

SWEET, 

YOUNG 

MAN? 

T 



Wheat and malt, sugar and salt — that’s what 
Weetabix is made of. And now that it contains 
twice as much sugar it’s made that much sweeter, too. 
Just the thing for breakfast — and other meals ! 
And talking of other meals, you might remind 
the keeper of the store cupboard that Weetabix 
makes lots of other jolly fine dishes, too! 


THEN YOU'LL LOVE 

sweeter W 6 e t abix 

more than a 
breakfast food 


WHEAT 

MALT 

EXTRA SUGAR 
SALT 
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“We ’ll get your kiddies over the winter ” . 
say Mr. Halibut and Mr. Orange “with 
drops of tasty Vitamin protection. You, too. 
Mummy and Daddy — and then the family 
will all be well together! ” 

Haliborange 

THE NICEST WAT OF TAKING HALIBUT OIL 

IN BOTTLES 3/- FROM CHEMISTS ONLY 

Made by ALLEN & HANBURYS LTD. 


Cfirfetmas. 


ASK YOUR 
PARENTSJ 

for a MrA 




U| SET 

OR GIVE THEM A BIRO MINOR YOURSELF 

It’s a wonderful present. Four Biro Minors each writing with 

a different colour—red, green, blue and black. You can do all 

sorts of things with Biro Minor—write, draw, work on wet 

paper, even write clearly in pour- /"■"—— 

ing rain! Minors can be refilled / MtTyff 

in a second when the ink is / // %er&i - i 

exhausted. \ 

BIRO MINOR SET | QO l S 

(FOUR COLOURS) WITH STAND |7 J / ^ V/ 

WITHOUT STAND 16/6 2/0 

SINGLE BIBO MINORS (ANY COLOUR) 4/4 ——. 


Ri 


■ w the ballpoint pen 


XLhe Stlv»ec (Gentleman 


Continued from page 11 

Then their swords were out, 
the mock-duel had begun, and 
the audience were bellowing 
advice and encouragement. 

Q-rimly Martin faced that 
twinkling line of steel. It 
darted and twisted so rapidly 
that he could not see—as he saw 
a few minutes later—that the 
point was Indeed bare and 
needle-sharp, and bore traces of 
having been dipped in some sub¬ 
stance. 

All he knew was that it must 
not, on any account, pierce his 
doublet or even graze his 
knuckles. Usually he and Mer- 
cutio fought several times round 
the stage, to give the spectators 
their money’s worth. Today, he 
must finish the fight as soon as 
possible, before an accident could 
happen. 

Blade rasped against blade. 
To and fro went the fencers, the 
hollow boards ■ echoing beneath 
their feet. Mercutio was an 
expert swordsman. ’This wtfs his 
last great scene, and he meant 
to die with a flourish. 

i 

guDDENLY Martin saw a chance 
and grasped it. With a deft 
turn of the wrist he forced Mer- 
cutio’s rapier from his hand: It 
clattered to the floor. Unarmed, 
Mercutio stared at him, startled 
by this new effect which they 
had never rehearsed before. 

“Die now," Martin grunted 
between his teeth, so low that 
no one else could hear. He 
lunged, sending his own harmless 
weapon neatly under Mercutio’s 
left armpit, so that it looked like 
a mortal thrust in the 'Chest. 


And the audience howled with 
rage at so unsporting - an 
action . . . 

“H’m!” said Romeo after¬ 
wards in the dressing-room. “It 
was very effective, of course— 
even if it wasn’t the way Will 
Shakespeare intended it. But I 
don’t think we’ll do it like that 
again.” 

“I hope it won’t be necessary,” 
said Martin drily, and showed 
him the naked sword-point with 
its poison stain. 

!J«s it John Somers—or the 
Queen's enemies—tvho poisoned 
the rapier lip ? See ne.rt tveeh's 
story of the Silver Gentleman* 

WELL SWUM, 
DAPHNE 

'J'he Amateur Swimming Asso¬ 
ciation have this year 
awarded the T. M. Yeaden 
Memorial Trophy, for the most 
meritorious individual perform¬ 
ance of the year, to ' Miss 
Daphne Wilkinson of Birming¬ 
ham. 

Steadily forging to the front 
rank from schooldays, Daphne 
achieved her finest performance 
last July, at the National Swim¬ 
ming Championships at Lan¬ 
caster. She won the 440 yards 
in the remarkable time of 5 
minutes 26.2 seconds, and thus 
earned a place among the world’s 
finest middle-distance swimmers. 

' Daphne Wilkinson has set her¬ 
self a plan, and the result of her 
efforts to follow out that plan 
may be the quarter-mile title at 
the next Olympics, at Helsinki. 


—BEDTIME CORNER --- 

Mr Portly’s Christmas Carol 


■ 

P£3 
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YJn Portly loved all the 
bustle of getting ready for 
Christmas. But the thing he 
did not like was the carol 
singers. Directly they started 
singing outside he would dash 
along the hall and yowl loudly 
at them through the front 
door. . 

“You mustn't laugh, Mum- 
mie,” said Ann. “He’s only 
singing his Christmas carol! ” 

Now on the 
morning of 
Christmas Eve, 

M r P o r 11 y, 
after a huge 
breakfast, 
went off to do 
some roof 
climbing. But 
when he was 
a long way- 
from home it 
began to rain 
hard. However, 
he spied an . 
open landing 
window near- 
b y, and re¬ 
membering sit¬ 
ting there before and being 
stroked by the lady owner, 
he thought: “I’ll hop inside. 
I’m sure she won’t mind.” 

But once inside, he heard 
voices downstairs, so he hid. 
under a hanging cupboard to' 
wait till she was alone. Alas! 
instead, there was a lot of 
window and door slamming, 
and then she went out. 

“Oh well!" said Mr Portly. 
“ I’ll go to sleep. ” 

She had not returned when 


he woke. And he found the 
window' tight shut now. . So 
were all the other windows, 
and there was nothing for it 
but to go to sleep again. 

The children did not miss 
him till teatime. Then, after 
vainly calling him from the 
garden, they went out along 
the lamplit street calling and 
asking everyone. When the 
carol singers started up Chris-- 
topher cried 
despair- 
ingly: “He’ll 

never hear us 
against this 
noise! ” 

But Ann sud¬ 
denly cried: 

. “Listen!” And 
1 f r.o m ‘ inside 
the house by 
' whose porch 
they stood 
came the 
sound of Mr 
! Portly singing 
’ his carol too! 
^ How happy 
they were! 

They rang the bell at once. 
But there was no answer. 
“Never mind," said Christo¬ 
pher. “We’ll ask next door.” 

“She’s away for Christmas,” 
said the neighbour when they 
had explained everything. 
“But I have her key. Come 
along! ” 

And soon they were all 
safely back home and ready 
for Christmas Day in the 
morning. 

Jane Thornicroft 


Can you do 
^ good turns 
at once ? 


^ ^ ai uiice ; 

Mother sometimes gives you an odd 
copper when you do a job for her and 
this is how you can turn one good turn 
into two and help the N.S.P.C.C. to 
help unhappy children. Save up these 
coppers and, when you’ve’collected 2/6, 
send it in with the form below, which 
you should cut out and fill in. This will 
make you a member of the League of 
Pity, the Children’s Branch of the 
N.S.P.C.C. The League will then send 
you a Blue Bird Badge to keep and wear 
and, on loan, a Blue Egg in which to put 
ycur League savings. You can be sure 
that every penny you earn or collect 
tvil! help the N.S.P.C.C. 
to make some poor, ill- 
treated boy or girl happy. 

That’s a worthwhile gaaP 

target, isn’t it ? 

r---SEND THIS COUPON NOW-, 

j TO THE LEAGUE OF PITT, VICTOR* HOUSE, I 
| LEICESTER SQUARE, W.C.2 | 

I Please enrol vie as a Member . I enclose | 
\ P.O. for 2(6. I 

| | 

j NAME-- I 

! ADDRESS- ! 


..PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS* 


WajgttM' 
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: Read ; 

j 66 WILD LIFE ” j 

• ’ Britain’s leading : 

j Natural History Magazine : 
; Profusely illustrated • 

■ I /9 post free : 

“Wild Life” Calendar for 1951 

: Beautifully illustrated with ■ 

• British Animals and Birds ! 

■ 1/9 post free • 

[ WILD LIFE PUBLICATIONS | 

! 58 Maddox Street, London, W.l. * 
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There was an old woman 

who lired in a shoe 
With so many children 

—what could she do 
Till Bertie came by 

and decided to stay — 
A r OK’ Bassetts are keeping 

them happy all day t 

BASSETT’S Original ALLSORTS 
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DR. BARNARDO’S HOMES 

(Still dependent on Public Support) 


1950 



Please be Father Christmas to a child in our 
Christian rare. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

welcomed in 
) boys and g 

10 '- 


Jack-in-the-Box Jenny 


will be warmly welcomed in support of our 
7,000 boys and girls. 


will buy one child’s food for five days. 
Cheques, etc. (crossed), payable 
“ X>r. Barnardo’s Homes,” should be 
sent to 8 Barnardo House, Stepney 
_Causeway, London, E.l._ 



Regd. ® 

A Football Game 
where victory or de¬ 
feat depends upon the 
skill of the player 
instead of by the • 
shake of a dice or by - e& 
the turn of a card. 

THE GAME OF 

“TABLE SOCCER” 

The Replica of Association Football 

Played. with 22 
miniature men, ball 
and goals. All the 
thrills of real Foot¬ 
ball ! Dribbling, 
corner and penalty 
kicks, offside, goal 
saves, injuries, &c. 
Colours of all 
league clubs avail¬ 
able. 

Send stomp for full details and Order 
Form to 

P. A. ADOLPH 

17 The Lodge, Langton Green, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 


NO DICE . . . 

blowing. . . 

CARDS OR 
BOARD 


BOYS! ELECTRIC MOTOROUTFIT 

2/11 



Comprises ALL 
parts aud metal base 
^ ... simple assembly to 

make this working Electric Motor. 
Croat technical, instructive aud entertaining 
boy’s toy. Complete with diagrams aud easy 
directions. Send F.O. 3/2. 

Maqic Card Tricks! 

POST 


POST 

4d 

! With this Cabinet 
of. specially prepared 
cards you can per- 
' form a number of astound¬ 
ing tricks including the 
famous mystifying “Three 
Card Trick’’) which appear 
impossible, but are easy 
to dx> with the simple in¬ 
structions supplied. You 
will be the Lion of the Party and the envy 
of your friends. Send NOW 4/3 P.O. to: 

Wni. PENN, LTD. (Dept. CW), 

585 High Road, Finchley, London, N.12. 
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'J'he .office staff, at the Zoo 
occasionally get a good 
laugh, writes Craven Hill from 
Regent’s Park. They certainly 
had one the other day when a 
lady walked in carrying a card¬ 
board box which she set down 
carefully on the table. Before 
she could explain what was 
inside, the box .itself amusingly 
supplied the.answer. Up through 
a hole in the lid, jack-in-the-box 
fashion, bobbed the head of a 
fine sulphur-crested cockatoo! 

The visitor was Mrs 
V. M. Botton, of 
Sneath Avenue, 

Golders Green, who 
told me: “Jenny be¬ 
longs to a friend of 
mine, Miss Joyce 
Quilter, who is out in 
the British Cameroons. 

I look after proud 
Jenny during her 
absence, and the only 
bother I have with her 
is that now and then :S 

her ClaWS grow tOO Jack-jn-the 

long. Then I bring Jenny along 
to the Zoo, for Mr Croucher, 
headkeeper of the parrot house, 
to give her a little pedicure. 

“Jenny is no talker, but she is 
an amusing bird and does the 
most unpredictable things,” Mrs 
Botton added. “Her latest exploit 
was to lay two eggs just before 
coming here. Unfortunately, they 
are infertile, so I am having 
them blown to keep as souvenirs.” 

j^_nd, talking of souvenirs, some 
interesting ones should 
become available shortly to Zoo 
visitors. These are the antlers 
which should be cast shortly by 
the reindeer, Alta and Keino. 



These animals, mother and son, 
have this year, grown imposing 
12-tined antlers. When shed, the 
antlers, in accordance with long- 
accepted practice, become the 
property of the headkeeper of the 
deer and cattle sheds, who can 
dispose of them as he wishes. 

When the antlers are not 
particularly good, the headkeeper, 
Mr Pullen, usually cuts off the 
tines or points for use as knife- 
handles. But when, as now, the 
antlers are almost faultless, they 
make very serviceable 
hat-racks. 

\ NOTHER old hand 
(who, fortunately, 
is still going strong), is 
Baby the hombill. She 
has just celebrated the 
27th anniversary of I 
her arrival at Regent’s j 
Park. 

Baby was bought by 
the Society from an | 
Indian dealer for £18, 
box jenny j n 1923, From every 
point of view she has been a | 
good investment. She is now 
valued at £60 and has many 
tricks which make her a box- J 
office draw. She not only catches 
grapes with incredible accuracy, 
but, when hearing keepers behind' 
her cage, hops from her perch 
and, knocks at the door by tap¬ 
ping it with her beak. 

Baby is fond of her guardians, 
too, and often, when sitting on 
their shoulders, rubs her huge bill 
affectionately against their faces. 
But the caress has its drawbacks. 
A powdery pigment comes off and 
adheres to the victim’s cheek, 
making him look as if he had 
suddenly got jaundice! 


THAT CHRISTMAS BOX— 


T'iie custom of giving Christ¬ 
mas Boxes is popularly sup¬ 
posed to have originated in 
church charity. Boxes were 
placed in churches to receive 
contributions from generous and 
wealthy worshippers; they were 
opened on Christmas Eve and 
the contents, called the Christ¬ 
mas Dole Box, were distributed 
by the priests to the poor and 
destitute of their parishes on 
Boxing Day. 

The ancient guild of barbers 
also claims to have shared in 
originating the custom. . Barbers’ 
shops used to keep a box secured 
to the wall in their establishment 
In convenient view of the cus¬ 
tomer. 

At . duly fixed times these 
“thrift boxes ” were opened and 
the contents shared between the 
master and his apprentices. 
Later it became the practice for 


—cmd That Christmas Stocking 


go much a part of every child’s 
Christmas is the ritual of 
the Christmas stocking that its 
reputed origin makes one of our 
most delightful pieces of folk¬ 
lore. . 

According to one legend three 
orphaned sisters were discuss¬ 
ing how they could manage to 
earn enough to keep themselves 
and pay the rent for their tiny 
cottage. 

They had arrived home from 
work, wet of foot from the melt¬ 
ing snow, and had hung their 
stockings over the peat fire to 
dry, 

St Nicholas overheard the con¬ 
versation, and while the sisters 
slept he dropped three golden 
coins down the chimney. In¬ 
stead of the coins falling on the 


hearth, however, they fell one 
into each stocking. 

The next morning when they 
pulled on their stockings the 
three girls each discovered them 
selves in possession of a gold 
piece with which they were able 
to buy food and gifts as well as 
pay the rent for their humble 
cottage. 

When the tale became known 
the custom of hanging up stock¬ 
ings on Christmas Eve became 
general. The legend has been 
passed down through the ages. 
Young children—the very young 
—still believe that St Nicholas 
(Santa Claus) comes down the 
chimney to fill their stockings, 
and even the unbelievers still like 
to hang up a stocking (or a 
pillowcase) and hope for the best! 


the apprentices to keep all such 
contributions. 

Today this custom is still per¬ 
petuated in barbers’ shops, and 
in clubs where, instead of the 
casual small gift or “tip” fori 
each small service, it is usual at | 
Christmastide to start a Staff 
Box or a subscription list to 
which patrons and members give 
as much as they feel disposed. 

But it is possible to trace the 
custom much further back to the 
Roman Paganalia, instituted by 
Tullius and celebrated at the be¬ 
ginning of every year. An altar 
was erected in most villages, and 
people who could afford to do so 
placed donations in special boxes 
towards ' the pagan festivities. 

These boxes were often made 
of pottery, and some have been 
unearthed in comparatively 
recent limes still containing 
Roman coins. 




















YOUR BIRD 
EATS BUT LITTLE 

- so give him the best! 


For your feathered pet’s diet choose from 

SPRATT’S CANARY MIXTURE. 

BUDGERIGAR MIXTURE .... PARROT 
MIXTURE ..... in the new colourful 
packets — containing even-better mixtures! 
Also Spratt’s C.L.O. Bird Foods! 



SRRA TT'S 

BIRD SEEDS and FOODS 

N THe ATTRACTIVE NEW PA cHt 



SPRATT’S BOOK ON BIRD-KEEPING ! 


Contains 76 pages of up-to-date information on the 
care of British and Foreign Cage Birds and 
Budgerigars with many illustrations in full colour , 
and chapters on Breeding, Feeding and Treatment of 
Common Ailments etc. Obtainable from your usual 
SPRATT’S dealer, price 1/6. or, in case of 
difficulty, price 1/8 post free, from Dept. C.N. 


SPRATT’S PATENT LTD., 41-47, Bow Rd, London, E. 3 . 



A Kingdom Gets 
Back to the Sea 

r J''HE decision of the United 
Nations to place the former 
Italian colony of Eritrea, on the 
Red Sea coast, under - the 
sovereignty of the Kingdom of 
Ethiopia (sometimes called Abys¬ 
sinia) means that Ethiopia has 
recovered some of her boastline. 

For the 670-mile-long stretch 
of coast to which the Italians 
gave the name of Eritrea used 
to be a part of the old Ethiopian 
Empire. It was established as 
an Italian colony in 1839. 

. The country will not be merged 
with Ethiopia , as a result of the 
U N decision. Eritrea is to have 
its own government for domestic 
affairs, but will be subject to 
Ethiopia for such important 
matters as its relations with 
other countries, and trade. Its 
currency (money) will be the 
same as Ethiopia’s. 

The population of Eritrea is 
over a million—about half of 
them Coptic Christians and the 
remainder Moslems. ' About 
26,000 Italians live there, but 
under the new Constitution all 
the »inhabitants will have full 
human and economic rights. 


YOUTH WORKING 
FOR PEACE 

Delegates from more than .30 in¬ 
ternational youth organisa¬ 
tions, estimated to represent a 
membership of more than 200 
millions, met recently at Unesco 
House in Paris and issued a 
peace appeal to world youth 
based upon UN principles 
They pledged themselves to 
work for peace in these ways: 

Discouragement of a belief in 
the inevitability of war. 

Promotion of an understand¬ 
ing of the purposes of the United 
Nations and the significance of 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.. . ' 

Bringing home a realisation of 
the need to improve world social 
conditions, particularly in the 
under-developed regions. ■ 

They also undertook to help 
young war victims, promote 
educational exchanges. work 
camps, foreign travel, and to seek 
a closer relationship'among youth 
organisations contributing to 
world peace. 

Dutch Bell in 
York Minster 

\ bell which once rang out 
aboard a. Diitch frigate will 
herald’services in York Minster. 

It is one of a pair which has 
just been hung in the south choir 
aisle, and was taken from the 
Dutch frigate when it was cap¬ 
tured off the Friesian Islands in 
the middle of the eighteenth 
century by Admiral Brace, an 
ancestor of Canon C. C. Bell, the 
present precentor. The other bell 
was given to the Minster in 1672. 


YOUNG PLAYERS 

T/'or their sixth season the boy 
and girl actors of The Cygnet 
Company are again putting on 
The Wild Siuans, a, play with 
music, at the Rudolf Steiner 
Theatre, London. The Cygnets 
are non-professional and non- 
profit-making, their aim being to 
provide entertainment for boys 
and girls. Their orchestra, too, is 
composed of children. 
Performances are to be at 
2.30 p m on December 26—30, and 
also at 6.30 pm on December 30. 


-The Children's Newipapir, December 16/23, 1950 


What a difference 
a good box of 
paints makes! 


If you use colours that arc clear, true ancl 
easy to work, and have brushes that keep 
their shape, you will get so much more 
pleasure out of colouring. That’s why 
you’ll appreciate the “Ariel” Colour Box 
with twelve pans of your favourite water 
colours, together with a very good brush- 
all made by winsor & newton, who make 
colours and brushes for famous artists all 
over the world. Instead of this fine box 
being in the usual black finish it is available 
in iour most attractive shades—pink, red 
blue, and gold, price 6/-. 


IVINSOR A NEWTON, LTD., 
Weahhlone, Harrow, Middlesex. 

Also at New York an l Svdnev. N. S. W. 



HISTORIC COSTUMS 
PAINTING BOOKS 

A complete scries of 15 
contains, costume figures 
oTmen and women tocopy 
ancl colour. Every period 
in English History from 
a. ix 450 lo 1914. Sold 
by Art Shops, Stationers. 
Booksellers, price 2/-each. 




WRENS’ NAVY BLUE r,f? 
BRAND NEW 

WARM ^ 


REAL MOVIE 
DDniEfTflD 

: aLUUiU!! wnn . | cm 

^3^ WOOLLEN 

Trib-ic-Sie-Moonefe 5KIRT5 


*»05T 

Real MOVIE Film Projector. NOT TO 
lit CONFUSED with Mntfic Lanterns, 
works off dry battery. Youilirstnis can 
trive own film shows. Titles : “ Trip to 
the Moon,” “ The ('irons ” and a Comedy 
Cartoon. ALL FOR lO/• i»e. bulb and 
three films. LIMITED STOCKS. WHITE 
PLASTIC SCREEN. 5/-. 

TARPAULINS, BINOCULARS, 

XMAS TOYS, etc. Terms. Free List, 

HEADQUARTER & GENERAL SUPPLIES LTD. (CN3), 

196-200 Coldharbour Lane, Loughborough Junction, London, S.E.5. 

_Open all Sat. Closed 1 p.m. IFed. 


Warm Woollen closely woven 
tna ferial wonli 25/- yard. 

Mnguifiei'iifly tailored, broad 
petersham inner band Jor 
perfect fitting and crip. Popu¬ 
lar shade uf Navy Blue of 
fasliiouablo length. For smart¬ 
ness and wondmf«l material. 

Rend for one. Sizes 22 in. to 31 in. waist. 
Sei.d now 9/11. Post, etc., 9d. 



The Christmas Show for 

Youngsters of All Ages! 
THE GREAT MASONI «. 

“MASKELYNE’S MYSTERIES” 

COMEDY THEATRE 

Panton Street, S.W.1 (Near Leicester Square) 

(WHI. 2578) 

Wed., Tfiur*. and Sat. at 11.0 a.m. 

Mon., Tues., ThursFri. and Sat. at 2.30 p.m. 


LOTT’S BRICKS 

PLASTIC PLAY CUBES & PUZZLES 



Little hands tingle 
to play with these clean and hygienic 
toy bricks, while Lott's Plastic 
Play Cubes are just the things- for 
keeping tlie smaller child quietly 
amused for hours. 

NOW REDUCED IN PRICE 
Ask your Toy Dealer for particulars 


THE WORLD'S CREATEST B30KSHDP j- 



A treasure-house of I i 
|| Books for Children 
||j of all ages j j 

E 113-125 Charing Cross Road, I 
I ! London w C 2 

Cerrard 5660 (16 lines 1 
Open 9—6 (inc. Sals.) 


! 'NaStinlSsh 



JOHN MACKINTOSH & SONS LTD.. H A LI f A X 


RICH 

MILK CHOCOLATE 

Uf COV22»?;G 
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SET CHRISTMAS STAMPS Free 

ALL ABSOLUTELY FREE. Our Christmas Gift to YOU is [the lovely complete 

set of CHRISTMAS COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS issued by HUNGARY in 1943, 
'.'and YOU can have them FREE for the ashing. Each stamp shows a different 

Nativity Scene: 4f. green (Angels and 
Shtpherds in the Field at Night— Luke 
2.8), 20f. blue (The Scene in the Manger), 
and 30f. brown (The Three Wise Men 
presenting their Gifts —Matthew 2.11). 

Get all these topical stamps Absolutely 
Free. Just request Approvals, enclose 3d. 
stamps for our~posting costs, and ask for 
Free Set of Christmas Stamps. 

WINDSOR STAMP CO. 

(Dept. CN) 

. UCKFIELD, SUSSEX 



APPROVAL SHEETS 

THE fact that for the past 70 years we have 
scoured the markets for scarce and out-of- 
the-way items from the WORLD'S stamp- 
issuing countries, enables us to offer to 
collectors a better range and. a larger 
selection of stamps in a FINER condition 
than can be found elsewhere. Our entire 
stock is at your disposal, and we shall be 
glad to send-selections on APPROVAL to 
any part of the world. Our large cash 
purchases enable us to price the stamps 
on our SHEETS at very moderate prices. 
FOR 70 YEARS we have been sending 
out sheets of stamps on Approval. Every 
stamp we sell is fully guaranteed, is specially 
selected and priced at the lowest possible 
figure. Ask for a selection to be sent for 
your inspection. 

ERRINGTON & MARTIN 

(Dept. C N), South Hackney, London. £.9, England. 

Established 1FS0 


BRITISH COLONIAL 
SHIP PACKET 


FREE 


P ar * cct ron_ 

1 RplW j tains a fine collec- 

* Colouial stamps, 
f -j J *ised and unused. 

II Such as the 3TH\V’ 
% j ISSUE OF ( AY- 
i lA 5 MAN, the “CAT 

BK^AVMAX ISIAVHS 4 1 BOAT ” used for 

turtle fishing, as 
illustrated, also 
other attractive emissions are, VAN 
KU:BF.CK\S ship, the fine VALKTTA Har¬ 
bour, canoo on the BRUNEI river, a tine 
largo stamp of FIJI showing native sailing 
eanoe, tho famous < 'a plain Cook’s EN¬ 
DEAVOUR and finally Lake VICTORIA 
(showing dhow. SEND NOW as demand 
will be great. Just enclose 3d. postage, 
request Approvals and FREE illustrated 
album and price lists. 

LISBURN & TOWNSEND, LTD. (C N), 

WEST KIRBY, WIRRAL. 


DON’T READ THIS 

unless you are interested in a colourful col¬ 
lection of Large Pictorial unused French 
Colonials. They depict Zoological and 
Native Scenes of Equatorial Africa, Somali¬ 
land and Ten other Colonies, and are Com¬ 
pletely Free!! Simply send 2£d. and ask 
to see Approvals. 

A. E. RUDGE 

(F.C.), MILLOOK, BUDE. C ORNWALL 
Silver Wedding and New Issues FREE 

Write to mo today asking for my world- 
famous packet of 20 stamps including Silver 
Wedding, 2id. Australian and many others 
free to all requesting my Approval book of 
stamps and enclosing 2id. stamp. Inquiries 
from South Africa, New Zealand, Australia or 
anywhere in the sterling area, but enclose 
6d. in stamps for packing. Special packet 
for December ; 75 British Empire stamps 4/6 
post free. 

C. J. CANNON. 

16, Goldsmld Road, Tonbridge, Kent, England. 


-FREE! 

U.S.A. GOMPERS 

and 

25 WHOLE WORLD 

Just ask to see my cheap Approvals and 
enclose 2 Id. stamp. 

K. V. FANTOZZI (Section CN), 
Hillside, Whitegate, Northwich, Cheshire. 


CIGARETTE CARDS 

Our beginner's packet introduces you 
the right way to a grand hobby, con¬ 
taining interesting cards in perfect 
condition—1/3 post free. 
FREE list of sets on request. 

G. EDWARD KITTS 

51 Pcmbury Ave., Worcester Park, Surrey. 

i Genuine R.A.F. / 

! ESCAPE MAPS \ 

I Printed both sides on Sea Island Cotton ) 
j 12 ins. SQUARE j 

S You can have endless enjoyment and ? 
f education with these REAL MAPS— f 
• or make them into most unusual (but 5 
f hard-wearing) Handkerchiefs. J 

I 10 for SI. It, i 

) Sets of jo only * j 

{ Each lot includes one detailed plan j 
of sailing dinghy. Send P.O. now to i 

l JUNIOR PASTIMES LTD. \ 
j 128 Hope Street, Glasgow, C.l. j 


PRINCESS 
| ELIZABETH 

j VISIT TO 

j MALTA 
I FREE! 

4 This fine stamp 
I just issued of 
4 the Royal visit 
j to Malta will 
>i be given Free 
*i to all asking for 
•<... our Approvals 

a nd enclosing 
3d. stamp. Write Now as this Issue is 
very short. 

FRANCIS CURTIS (DEPT. CN) 
226 BAKER STREET, LONDON N.W.1 


MORE STAMPS FREE 


To all applicants for Approvals and to all 
buyers of packet stamps, the following 
gilt is offered free and without obligation. 
5 U.P.U. stamps from all parts of the 
world. Furthermore you get a free gift 
every time you buy stamps. Ask for 
details of GRAND NEW’ FREE GIFT 
SCHEME. 

Packet bargains: 100 B.C. 1/9, 
500 World- 4/-, 50 Bohemia 1 / 6 , 
25 Coronation 3/3, lOO China 2/9, 
50 Denmark fid, 25 Finland 6d, 
etc., etc. 

Where else can j/ou buy pond stamps at 
this price/ Obtainable only from: 

H. M. HARMAN (Dept 25), 

6 St. Patrick’s Road, COVENTRY. 

ricasc enclose 3d. stamp for postage . 


SET OF TRIANGILARSFREE 

This set of colourful and attractive trian- 
gulars will be given absolutely free to all 
applicants for my Discount Approvals. 
Return postage appreciated 

P. OWEN (c n 17), 

“LARKHILL,” 237 HARTFORD ROAD, 
DAVENHAM, NORTHWICII, CHESHIRE 



THE ROYAL MAIL J CX_ 
STAMP ALBUM l SER ! i= 

An improved and. up-to-date edition 25 
just issued. Wonderful illustrations on 25 
every page with interesting information 
about stamps and hints on stamp col- 12 
fecting. Philatelic terms explained. 8 
The history of postage stamps and 40 
pictures of World famous rarities. *® 

192 pages. Space for 5,520 stamps. J® 


GOLDEN VALUE & 
TRUSTY PACKETS 


CANADA * 

SPAIN 

PORTUGAL 


No. 552 
No. 553 
No. 554 


ST. PIERRE AND MIQUELON No. 566 


SAN MARINO - 
GUADELOUPE - 
BRITISH EMPIRE 


No. 570 
No. 571 
No. 601 


REMARKABLE VALUE for 5^- 


FOR THE BEST VALUE SEE 



OVERSEAS, ALL FOREIGN- No. 602 
BELGIUM and HOLLAND - No. 606 
AIRMAILS- • • - No. 609 

RUSSIA - - - - No. 617 

30 HUNGARY - - No. 697 

AH price sixpence. 


ATWOGLWORTHS STORES 


m 


LIQUORICE ALLSORTS 

HAVE NO EQUAL 


CHEMISTRY 

Wide range of apparatus and 
Laboratory Equipment. 

Call or write for PRICE LIST (Id.) 

A. N. BECK & SONS 

(Dept. CN), 

60 Stoke Newington High Street, 
London, N.16. 


LUCKY DIP! 

Take your chance in our Great New Free 
Gift Scheme! Hundreds of stamps to be given 
away, consisting of valuable Single Stamps 
(cat. 51- or over), Single Couutry pkts., all 
diff. pkts., Colonials, complete sets and various 
other combinations. Send today (enclosing 2£d. 
postage), together with request for our famous 
Approvals, and make sure of Your lucky 
Dip Packet. 

LINDSEY STAMPS, P.T.S. (C.N.l), 
42 Croxby Av., ScartHoe, Grimsby. 

BEAUTIFUL PICTORIALS FREE Pi 
SCENES OF NATIVE LIFE 

Warriors—Dancers—Ships—Cattle—Desert j 
—Mountains, etc. A packet of these mar- I 
vellous stamps will be sent FREE to all ■ 
applicants for Bargain Discount Approvals. I 
Enclose 3d. stamp for postage, please. 3 
JOHN RICHARDS (CN), 

. 121 Anderton Park Rd., j 

: Birmingham, 13. g 


TOKELAU ISLANDS 

Complete Mint Set 

The only stamps issued in these Pacific 
Islands are offered to you absolutely 
FREE. Enclose 2£d. stamp for postage 
and request Approvals. Write now 
while stocks last. 

C. N. WATSON, 

85 Larkswood Road, Chingford, 
London, E.4. 


lOj- STAMP FREE t 

This 10/- stomp of GT. BRITAIN usually J 
missinfr from most collections, or 100 \ 
UNSORTED stamps, FREE . Make your j 
own choice to avoid disappointment, 

c. SMITH, P.T.S., 

?J OCEAN ROAD, SOUTH SHIELDS. 


TONGA 
FREE 

This ‘ colourful 
stamp from 
Tonga (Queen 
Salote's Jubilee) 
also Soroth 
( N a w a b ), 
Tra va n core 
(Lake Ashta- 
mudi) and an 
attractive sports 
s t a m p from 
Nicaragua will 
be sent abso¬ 
lutely FREE to 
all sending 2 id. 
stamp for post¬ 
age and request¬ 
ing Approvals. 

Berkeley Stamp Co. (C.N.) 
Newton, West Kirby, Cheshire 


Hjrlij 

■ cmcu'.vYtA-Oj 


GIFTS FOR XMAS 

ALL DIFFERENT 


,000 

World 

7/- 

50 

Mexico 

2/6 

500 

World 

3/6 

100 

Korway 

3 6 

50 

Airmails 

3/6 

50 

Peru 

2 6 

200 

Austria 

3/6 

100 

Poland 

4/- 

100 

Bohemia 

3/- 

100 

Portugal 

3y 6 

50 

Brazil 

2/- 

100 

Russia 

3/6 

100 

China 

2/- 

100 

Sweden 

3/- 

200 

China 

4/- 

100 

Swiss 

3/3 

100 

Finland 

3/6 

50 

Turkey 

2/6 

200 

Germany 

3/6 

100 

U.S.A. 

3/3 

100 

Greece 

3/6 

50 

Australia 

2 6 

50 

Iran 

2 6 

50 

Egypt 

2/3 

200 

Hungary 

3 i- 

50 

Iraq 

3/- 

200 

Italy 

3/6 

100 

India 

4/- 

100 

Japan 

2/6 

50 

N. Zealand 

31- 

25 

Manchuria 2/6 1 

25 

Jamaica 

2/6 


Many other bargains. List Id. 

L. G. BENNETT, 

7 TVIMPOLE GROVE, BIRMINGHAM 23. 


Write for Approvals and 
How to Get 

500 STAMPS FREE 

enclosing 2£d. stamp. 

FLORAL COMPANY, 

36 Fassctt Rd., Kingston-on-Thames 


> N.Z. Triangular Packet 

including 1943 Health 
AajF pllust rated),Corona- 

Pcace 

^C o m m e m ora- 
s, etc. Ab- 

Pic¬ 
torial Approvals and enclosing 2;d. postage. 

BRIDGNORTH STAMP CO. (CN51), 
BRIDGNORTH. 


I THREE FREE GIFTS! 

I 1. U.S.A. packet including airmail. . 

2. Beautiful French Colonial ad. 

[ 3. Watermark detector aud perforation 
gauge. 

These flue gifts will be sent to all genuine 
applicants for my Approvals. Please 
enclose 3d. stamp to cover postage. 

A. NELSON (Dept. C.N.4), 

38 Thorold Road, Ilford, Essex. 



BOX OF MAGIC! 

A complete Box of Tricks suitable 
for all ages. 

Price 5/- Post Free 

from 

BCM/TRICKS 

45 Royal College Street, London, N.W.l 


2/6 STAMP FREE ! ! ! 

I I am giving ABSOLUTELY TREE to I 
| any collector asking to see my I 
! Approvals, the 13 c. U.S.A. Special 1 
1 Delivery Stamp (catalogued at 21 6). j 
j Hurry to get this very special Gift. [ 
J Send 3 d. for postage arid list of Jay mar 1 

I Bargain Packets. « 

j S. J. MARTIN (P.M.2), I 
15 Baiter Park Terrace, Dundee, Angus. | 


^jyjARN MORSE 

MINISTRY 
BUZZER SET 

Not a toy but a precision built buzzer set 
used for practice by Service radio operators. 
Well balanced Key fitment for battery, 
buzzer note is variable from high to low 
tones. This special offer is made to 
readers of The Children’s Newspaper at 
the low cost of 4/11. Post Free (U,K. only). 

Battery 2/- extra, postage 6d, (Post free 
if ordered with buzzer). 

RY NESS LTD., 

178 STAMFORD HILL, LONDON, N.I6 


SET OF 5 MINT 

CHINA AIRMAILS FREE!! 



We will send the Complete Mint Set ol 
5 Beautiful, Large, Attractive, 1946 
Chinese' Air Stamps ABSOLUTELY 
FREE OF CHARGE to every collector 
who asks to SEE a selection of our 
World-Famous Bargain Approvals.' 
These 5 scarce stamps, catalogued at 
1/5, in red, green, orange, brown and 
carmine, are overprinted, surcharged 
and unused, and have a total face value 
of 449 dollars !! Each stamp shows a 
Mail plane flying over China's Great 
Wall. Obtain this interesting, valuable 
and unique set NOW. It's YOURS, 
ABSOLUTELY FREE. DON’T DELAY, 
WRITE TODAY !!! (Enclose aid.) 

D. J. HANSON (Dept. C.N.38) 
EASTRINGTON, GOOLE, YORKS 


ADEN 5 a. Camel 
Corps tillus.) and 4 
tare old LATVIA 
free! Request 
Approvals. Enclose 
3 d. post. Many 
other gifts available. 

N. DARGUE (API). 

36 Gray Av., Murton, Co. Durham. 


MALTA Princess J71J I? I? 

Elizabeth STAMP I IIIjIj 

ALSO scarce MALTA WEDDING. Bolli 
Free, just request to see my Amazing 
Approvals and send 3d. for postage and lists. 
Why not join'“ The Code Stamp Club?” 
Sub. 1/-. You receive a Badge, Member¬ 
ship Card with list of fine gifts and 
Approvals monthly. 

WRIGHT’S STAMP SHOP, Dept. 80, 
Canterbury, Kent. 


Build Your Own 

CRYSTAL SET 

Kits of parts 15/-. Endless entertain¬ 
ment and no further expense. Super¬ 
sensitive Headphones,15/-. Post. iod. 

W. J. BUCKLE (Dept. C.N.) 

77 Horringer Road, Bury St. Edmunda 


Inti * A V.* ^ 

FREE BRITISH 
COLONIAL PACKET 

This fine new issue packet of 3 beautiful 
stamps free to all asking for our dis¬ 
count Approvals and enclosing 3d. 
stamp. A superb set. 

R. & E. WILLIAMS (D CP t cn) 

99 DARTMOUTH BD., LONDON, N.W.2 


ALL DIFFERENT 

STAMP PACKETS 

OF QUALITY 

ioo China ., .. 1/6 

25 Ecuador.. 1/- 

ioo French Colonies. 2 6 

25 French Morocco.1 /'- 

100 Germany .1 /- 

25 Guatemala ..1,3 

40 Hitler Heads. ,. 1/6 

25 Iraq .• ... 1 /- 

25 Locomotives.2/3 

25 Pakistan.1/3 

25 Syria & Lebanon. .1/3 

1000 All World . . 91- 

POSTAGE 2 \d, EXTRA. List of 
Packets and Accessories free on request 

H. II. G. VORLEY 

35 New Oxford Street, London, W.C.I 
TEMple Bar 645617 


JAPAN—FREE 

12 JAPANESE PICTORIAL 
STAMPS (catalogue value 3/9) FREE 
to readers who wish to see Discount 
Approvals and enclose 2Jd. postage. 

WOOLCOCK, Tree Gardens, 
BRAMPTON, Cumberland. 


GOOD HONEST GIFT 

Quite FREE to Collectors 

20 perfect stamps. Mostly Giant Triangular 
and Midgets with handsome Approvals. 
Postage 24 d. 

SPECIAL OFFER! 

42 stamps (real value.) Catalogued 22/- 
Price only 3/- Colonial, enquiries invited 

A. GEORGE 

5 Quiney's Road, Stratford-on-Avon 


British Colonial, Foreign Spaccfillers, 
15 a Id. Pictorials, Commemoratives, 
Colonial, Foreign, id., id.. Id. 
Postcard secures hundreds of 
Approvals 

PILGRIM 

25 ALTON RD., WALLISDOWN, 
BOURNEMOUTH 


’ FIT A SPEEDCOP 
SIREN TO 
YOUR CYCLE 

sAf . . . . And be the envy 
y of all your pals. At 
the pull of a string it 
gives the same loud warning as used Ly 
American Speed Cops. Strongly made in 
special American Diecasting metal. Be the 
first in your district. Try your cycle shop 
or send a postal order for 7/6 (foreign 
postage I/- extra), to : 

G. WHITEHOUSE & CO., 

I SunleighGrove, AcocksGreen,B’ham27 

Please use CAPITAL LETTERS. If you men¬ 
tion .C.N. your Sirens will be posted quickly. 


SIGNALLING OUTFIT 

Complete with Lamp, Stand, Morse Key, Spare 
filters, etc., in metal case 8A* X 6 * l . ?/ X 
Lamp alone worth double the price." Easilv 
converted into Spot Lamp, etc. Srare Bulb 
1/3 each. Batteries 1/3 each. 

Batteries supplied separately 
1/3 each. -Post. & pack. 9d. 

Write for free List , . . 












































































































































The Bran Tub 

No Change ■ - 

Jack: I hear .that old Bill’s 

luck has changed at last. He- -> ■/ 

has got a job as a lighthouse f ^ 

Keeper. 

Tom: He’s still on the rocks, 
then. . 

On Christmas Eve * 

Vounc Billy Brown lay listen- Jim 

ing- • J'.fl 

“Old Santa Claus,” said he, 

“Comes down the chimney; he 
won’t ring, J - i L_ 

I wonder how he ll see. ... • Baby and Mother Jacko wondered who Mother Jacko thought Santa Claus, 

“Suppose his sled should have a the strange figure was on the sledge. but Babysaid: “ No, Reindeer ! ” 
i skid? . _ . - 

I know what I will do, Christmas Tree for Our Games For Christmas 

I’U gtCh my torch!” . And SO he : ; ./ Bird Friends A Nature Game. 

Peered up the chimney, too ’ Qhristmas ' trees, which make Qne player is chosen as the 
t a „ such : an attractive sight questioner, and the rest sit in i 

Hf tnnf d g t at tLe : hung with glittering tinsel and a circle. The questioner calls out 

And, ere he could jump back, ' ; ornaments, are generally Spruce OMrtttgvorte “Ttter o"e 

A cloudy of soot fell with a • • ■ >.. , alphabet. The first player to 

f .PjP.P ^ r '. 01 ' tl ‘ iein Euiope, if a lowed caU a name beginning with the 

And Billy Brown was black! - to grow they reach a height .of : ; nominated- letter scores a- point. 

p • ■ ' . 170 feet; but in this country the• ;The first person to score six 

isnigma maximum height is about 100 points is the winner. 

A LL childien like me, for I o,ni feet. The timber is Vciluabie ... Party Hoax 

I 'umuj . ■ . k ’ put to many uses; * * VV; rfais little trick will provide a 
At Chiistmas oi on birthdays, it Bird-lovers can give their. : lot of fun. Form a ring of 

rm a nff mv toil and hut o nm- ! 'winged friends. a treat', by put-'. players and place in the centre 
tinn- IX ’ P ting their Christmas tree into the- a . folded piece, of paper. Then 

Also iput asunder, you will see. garden and hanging nuts and teU Hieyou will 
Without mv head and tail I am scraps from the branches. This of them a name of a bud 01 
great skill, " . ’ will be much appreciated if the animal, and when their creature s 

In painting, verse, or music, if weather is severe, especially by f^me is called they must run to 
you will. •• • Answer next veJt those avian acrobats, the titmice, the paper and read the mstiuc- 

.- • / . tions. 

.. . BILLY BEETLE GOES CAROLLING^ ‘ Ir^t 

Winter Riddle Babes in the Wood 

■yy hat tree beats fiuit on winter jpantomimes are with us again, .when the leader wears his hat 
- days? - and one of the favourites is the other must remove his, when 

When, as it’s cold as cold can be,. Babes in the Wood. The story the leader sits down the other 
We stir our fires into a blaze— . originated in Elizabethan times, must stand, and so on. 

It- is a Christmas tiee! The wicked uncle was supposed This sounds very easy, but if 

ij_ .... Tt Hrmp? •• • to be Robert de Grav, who lived - the game is played fast, as it 

now is li none . at the' Old Hall, Griston, near should be, it needs'quick think- 

'J’OMMy; Please teacher, can we Thetford in Norfolk. Wayland ing, .. . ■ • ■ : 

move our brains? Wood, close by, is said to be As soon as both piayers do 

Teacher: No, of course not. the scene of the story,.which was the same thing the• “follower ” 

Tommy: Then how can. we invented to stir up feeling against * becomes the leader. When the 

change our minds? Gray, a -Roman - Catholic. ’ next mistake occurs, two more 

■ — ■ — — --- players take their r place on the 

S<77~ ’■'•s. | | - .chairs.' ... 

“ Reading;is; much more ( fjUYi^ ■„ '. /_, „ . . 

sport than washing! ■% 7%*/°**/ Farmer Gray hxplams 

’These wizard books ; Grey Ro S ues -' . A l£j rge bird, 

from Hatcliards are •; quite twenty inches long strutted 

_-T, . ij| m the meadow. Don noticed the 

enough to make ——J. - plumage on its back and under- 

any chap forget to parts was grey; elsewhere the 

go behind the ears! ' ' feathers were glossy black. Utter- 

This month I’ve V ° \ cr0ak ’ the bird 

read ' ‘ ___ .. \ ffljr J “It w as a hooded crow, also 

_.—- >nv,Et° R ' ;.5|- i rcalled the grey crow, or Norway 

r" Ferguson sr * '' r ,, E 5 !- \ crow',” said Farmer Gray, answer- 

^ ^ Ruby t bE rESC A ^ ing Don’s inquiries. “Hooded 

\ M- &• /l ' lan MxR’i " —-— “ crows are much like carrion 

\ r-^rneihl Rae ' _—--, , r , crows, except in colouring; they 

\ 'k ___.—— Ask for the young people s book are even greater rogues. In 

__' • department at addition to carrion, molluscs, and 

^7/ / - eggs, young birds and even sick 

<ylaichards ■ . -sr ““ eate “ by 

Booksellers to Their Majesties The Queen and Queen Mary “Hooded crows frequent the 

IR7 Plf'f'Ani! I Y W I North coast and the Highlands, 

ItW r LLT , W.I but come lnland durin th 

__ __ winter months." 
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Half and Half 

half it-is'three, my half it 
s —^ is nought; 

. Therefore nothing is three, and 
three must be nought. 
ff 'jA Now,' reader, unriddle, an answer 

For a riddle it is, what this object 

—|p How three can be nothing, and 
nothing be three; 

jgp But if you cannot it is nothing to 

Eps« me. Answer next week 


Baby and Mother Jacko wondered who 
the strange figure was on the sledge. 

Christmas Tree for Our 
• Bird Friends 

Qhristmas trees, ’which make 
..such : an attractive sight 
hung with glittering tinsel and 
-ornaments, are generally Spruce 
Firs, v ; - ' ; 

In Northern Europe, if allowed 
to grow they reach a height of 
170 feet; but iri this country'the; 
maximum height is about 100 
feet. The timber is valuable and. 
put to many uses: \ * -..'.V; 

Bird-lovers can give their, 
winged friends . a treat, by put¬ 
ting their Christmas tree into the - 
garden and hanging nuts and 
scraps from the branches. This, 
will be much appreciated if the 
w'eather is severe, especially by 
those avian acrobats, the titmice. 
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But it was Father Christmas—Jacko 
bringing good cheer to all. 

Pithy Proverb 

inhere is infinite happiness in 
the world if we look for it. 


Last Week's Answers 
December Halves 

Rorrmey, Turner, 

Backet, Hobbes, 

Cortes, Mozart. 

Wfaafc Are We ? , 

Tops, stop, spot, 
po ts, post. 

Jumbled Clothes 

Stockings, slip¬ 
pers, cardigan, mac¬ 
intosh, costume, 
overcoat. 
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Winter Riddle 

AVhat tree bears fruit on winter 
- days? 

When, as it’s cold as cold can be,. 
We stir our fires into a blaze— . 
It is a Christmas tree! 

How Is It Done? 

fj'oi.iMY: Please teacher, can we 
move our brains? 

Teacher: No, of course not. 
Tommy: Then how can we 
change our minds? 


“ Reading, is; much more 
sport than washing! 

’These wizard books 
from Hatcliards are 
enough to make 
any chap forget to 
go behind the ears! 

This month I’ve 

read ! , __— 


^ dl - 


Babes in the Wood 

JPantomimes are with us again, 
. and one of the favourites is 
Babes in the Wood. The story 
originated in Elizabethan times. 

The wicked uncle was supposed 
to be Robert de Gray, who lived 
at the’ Old Hall, Griston, near 
Thetford in Norfolk. Wayland 
Wood, close . by, is said to be 
the scene of the story, which was 
invented to stir up feeling against 
Gray, a Roman - Catholic. 
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EDWARD SHARP & SONS LTD., 
of Maidstone 

"THE TOFFEE SPECIALISTS" 
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•9 With years of 

trouble-free writing 
ahead; and no expen- 
/jfr ■ sive replacements, a 
Unique ” is undoubtedly 
a treasure—and at a price you 
/■" can afford. 

With two tone steel nib 4/4 and &[2 ine. Tax. 
With I4ct. gold nib I0I-. Ill 10. ISJ3 and 11/4 
inc. Tax 












